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To the Worſhipful 
e 4 45 e : . W OE SY 
Sir Thomas De Veil, Knight, 
One of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, for the 
City of Weſtminſter, and the Counties of Mid- 


dleſex, Surry, the Tower of London, and be 
Liberties thereof. | | 


Se 1 


A | 
| OUR known Zeal to top the Torrent of Sin from 
overflowing-the great Metropolis of the Britiſb Na- 
tion, and the many Hardſhips you have undergone, 
eſpecially of late, in the Diſcharge of . Magi- 
ſtracy, or rather your Love and Kindneſs to the Publick, 

calls aloud for the beſt Reſpects Engliſhmen can pay you:; 
On which Account it is, that this preſent Work, which 
aims at the Good of the Publick, like yourſelf, moſt humbly 
craves your Patronage and Protection. f my 
And here I do myſelf the Honour to mention your moſt. 
worthy Father, the Reverend Lewis de Compeigne De Veil, 
A. M. who publiſhed thofe. moſt valuable Works , and 
probably many others; inſomuch that when living, for his 
Integrity, Piety, and great Abilities, he receiv'd the beſt and 
higheſt Reſpects from the moſt learned and pious Gentlemen 
of the Engliſh Nation, as well as all Europe: And in parti- 
cular was ſo far careſſed and admired by that great Orna- 
ment of the Erglih Nation, viz. the moſt Reverend Arch- 
«biſhop Tillotſon, as to be made his chief Secretary in Matters 


relating to the Hebrew and other Oriental Languages; yo 
2 | . "oP It. 


*+ De Cultu Divino ex R. M. Maimonidz ſecunda Lege ſeu 
Manu Forti, Lib. 8. Latinum abſq; Hebrzo dedit notiſq; illuſ- 
travit Lud. de Compeigne De Veil, Faris, 1678. | 

R. Mos Marmomidz de Sacrifcijs Liber, acceſſerunt Abarbanelis 
Exordium ; ſeu Præmium Commentariorum, in Leviticum, et 
Maimonidz Tractatus de conſecratione Callendarum, et de «aticne 
intercalandi, quz ex Hebr. in Lat. convertit notiſq; illuſtravit 
Lud. de Compeigne De Veil, A. M. Lond. 1683. 


A 


Birth-Place being that of Metz in Lorraine, then belonging 
to Germany. F 

When God ſends ſome Blazing Star, like a fiery Rod, to 
awake in a Nation a Senſe of Duty, it is fitting that we 
hould conſider both it and him that appointed it. | 

I have here ſhew'd the Senſe David had of ſuch Tokens, 
and the Uſe he made of them, namely, to ſtick the cloſer 
to God's holy Covenant, that being the ſureſt Way to ob- 
ſerve and maintain the only true Grandeur belonging to our 


. Io | | 

He that would live long, muſt live well; Virtue being 
its own Reward, and Vice its own Executioner : Nor does 
any thing fo much ſhorten Man's Life, as Wickedneſs and 


F 5 
hoſo lives faſt in Vice dies ſoon, and that two Ways; 
but they who grow in Grace, and advance in Virtue, never 
die: For the 4 rity of the Mind communicates itſelf to 
the Body, and makes the good Life long, not only in Inten- 
tion, but alſo in Extention; and if ſuffering for the Truth's 
Sake come in as an acceſſary, the greateſt Glory will enſue. 
England for matiy Ages does not ſeem to have produced a 
more worthy Magiſtrate, a greater Bulwark againſt Vices of 
all Sorts, t yourſelf : Nor is it to be wonder'd at, that 
our moſt Auguſt Sovereign King George II. has advanced you 
to the Honour of Knighthood, whoſe piercing Eye does not 
fail to look into, as well as to look after Men of Merit, and 
toreward them accordingly : His and your Motto being this, 
Virtus interrita pergit. , i” 
May the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt aſſiſt 
you thus daily in promoting every Work that is good, and 
diſcouraging every thing that is evil; ſince, as Grattan ſpeaks 
of Kings, heir Actions are'to be eternal: They are to con- 
ſider for many; and conſequently have need of much auxi- 
iary Prudence, that they may ſecure the Publick Repoſe. 
Hagnes Amoris Amor, Love is the greateſt Attractive of 
Love : Therefore, with the profoundeſt Love and Reſpect, 
remain | | 


— 


Your moſt humble Servant, and Admirer. 


March 26, 1744. 


_ Philalethes, 
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gy ENECA the Philoſopher begins this Seventh and Laſt 
8 Boot of Natural Queſtions, dedicated to his Friend Lu- 
„5 1 
Nemo uſq; adeo tardus et hebes,— No ene is fo very 
dull and een, or ſunk into the Earth, as not to be rouſed at 
Divine Warnings or Appearances, and will not with his whale 
Soul riſe up and ſhew ſome Reſpect when any new Miracle glitters 
or ſhines from Heaven: For ſo long as the ordinary or wſual 
Phenomina keep on their wonted Courſe or Paces, Cuſtom with- 
draws ar fteals away very much of that Reſpect that is due to the 
Se of the Things ; yet ou is our conflant or ſettled Hu- 
mour and Practice, that if Things daily paſs before us worthy 
of Admiration, we ſeldom take any Notice of them ; but if un- 
uſual Appearances flart up, they afford us an agreeable Sight 
and Entertainment. a 
Thus the whole Cætus, or Company of the Stars, the 2 
ing Beauty of whoſe immenſe Body is eaſily diſtinguiſhed, does 
not aſſemble the Populace to gaze at them; but when any thin 
extraordinary is fan, every one's Eyes are turned — 
Heaven; even the Sun himſelf has ſcarce à Spectator, except 
in an E by ſe ; and few take Notice of the Mhon, except when 
he liſeth her Light ; them the Cities cry out amtain, and every 
one trembles on his own Account, or thro* his vain Super/tition. 
How much greater and more remarkable are thoſe Revolu- 
tions, that the Fin ſhould have as many Degrees (if I may fo 
ſay) as Days; and yet encompaſſeth the 4 arth with his Periodical 
Cireuits, That from the Solſtice he immediately declines, and 
lengthens out the Night, which diſelaſeth the Stars, that it does 
not ſcurch or burn np the Earth, tho it far exceeds it in Mag- 
nitude, but very much cheriſheth it by tempering or moderating 
its Heat by the Obliquity of its Rays ; and moreover neither fills 
nor darkens the Moon, except it be in direct Oppoſition-to it, 
Theſe _ we take little Notice of fo long as Order is 
maintain d 1f any Things happen irregular, or not cuſtomary, 
wwe gaze, we ask Queſtions, and point at it; fo natural is it 
to allatire Novelties rather than Things truly great. 


_ 


— 


PREFACE. | 
He ſame comes to paſs in Comets : if a Fire of an muſub 
Figure appears, there is no one but deſires to know what it is; 
\ . and forgetting other Things, enguires what its coming portends, 
oer was defign'td fot, not knowing whether he ought to admire or 
tremble at it; nor are there wanting ſome tobo ſpread Terror, 
and prognaſticate 22 Events from it, moſt betng inquiſitive 

to know whether it be a Prodigy or a Conſtellation. 

But for certain no one can make a more lofty or magnificent 
Enquiry, or learn a'more uſeful Science, than concerning the 
Nature of the Stars or Conſtellations, whether they are a con? 
tracted Flame, which alſo our Sight ſeems to warrant or n; 
or whether, they be not fiery Gebe, much like unto ſolid and 
earthly Bodies ; which flidirg along through the fiery Tratts or | 
Regions, draw Brightneſs as well as G wr from thence, but 
not out of their own Bodies, &c,—This far Seneca in Lib. 7. 
Nat, Queſt. il | | 

Sir Iſaac Newton's Doctrine of Comets ii fr better, 
which is this ; rd | 
. . The Comets are compact, ſolid, fixed, and durable Bodies ; in 
one Word, a Kind of Planets, which move in very oblique Orbits, 
every Way with the greateſt Freedom perſevering in their Mo- 
tions, even againſt the Courſe and Directien of the Planets ; 
and their Tail is a very thin ſlender Vapour, emitted by the 
n or Nuccleus of the Comet, ignited or heated by the 

un, &c. : | Ee 1 
This at once, ſays Mr. Chambers, reſolves all the Phæno- 
mena concerning Comets: See his learned Wark in the Word 
Comet ; to which, and for all Things elſe of a Philoſophical Na- 

| ture, relating to Comets, I refer the Keaaer, | 
11 The Length of -the Tails of Comets is various, that of the 
| Year 1680, according to Sturmius, Nov. 20, was ſmall, at mo/? 
not exceeding 20 Degrees, in a little Time it grew to a Length 
3 of 60 Degrees, after which it dwindled away very ſenſibly. 
[) | God, and his Handmaid Nature, do nothing in vain ; and 
; though by his Prophet Jeremy he ſays, Thus faith the Lord, 
learn not the Way of the ET and be not diſmayed at 
the Signs of Heaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed at them. 
For theſe, as appears ly the next Verſe, Idolaters, made great 
Uſe of to eſtabliſh their Idolatry : See Jer, x. 2, 3. yet it does 
not follew but the Faithful or Bulievers, without any Mark of 
Lightneſs or Indjudiciouſneſs, according to that which has fallen 
cut in Times pajt may go about to promote God's true Religion 
thereby, er that which is already eſlabliſbed. 3 
David's Noriot, or terrible Things in Righteouſneſs, Pſalm 
Av. 5. being joined with Tagnannu, relates more to Mercy 


| than ta Puniſhment ; and refers to anſwering a Nation's Pray 
ers, 
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em, provided.it be defirous to hold faſt the Truth, and not to le 
it go, as this of our's undoubtedly does, againſi the Incroachment 


hy YG R : ee 
en a Vineyard is over run with Weeds, and bears only 
ſaur Grapes, if the Owner by ſome publick Sign ſhews his iſſite 


and calls aloud to the Dreſſer, to amend his Hand in dreſſing it; 


this muſt be looked as a Sign of Favour on ome 
en fe upon the Catch to inuade it, if the 22 es not 
remit his Diligence in cultivating it; this is an evident & 1g” 
that he laughs at their Attempts, and will ſhew him more Fa- 
vour till. This ſeems to be the true State of theſe I:lands at 


this Time, and as God ſent a Comet to our Sovereign's Anceſtor 


in 1607, not only to make him beware, but alſo to congratulate 


his Eſcape, as it were, from the Powder- Plot; ſo doubtleſs the 


Comet now hanging over our Heads is for ſome ſuch happy End. 
Concerning whoſe Appearance our Hemiſphere, hear what our 
Virtuoſoes ſay, oho ſend their Intelligence into all Parts. 


' Cologn, February 11, 1743-4. | 
© The Comet, which has been obſerved here ſince the 5th 
© and 6th of January, and in Sweden ſince the Beginning o 
December, is already equal to a Star of the Firſi Magni- 
© tude; and will continue to increaſe till the 5th o rch next, 
© when it will be in its Perigeon, | 
As it was obſerved on the 16th of laſt Month at Peterſ- 


= 


© burgh with a Teleſcope that magnified 110 Times, the 


* Head thereof appeared to be compoſed of a Nucleus ſurround- 
ed by 4 _ thick dark 4 wo A | 
* The Nucleus ſhone but with very faint Light, and appeared 
* to have about two Thirds of the Diſk of Saturn; half the 
Diameter of its Tail appeared to be equal to fix Diameters 
8 75 the Nucleus Its Motion is very flow ; it has not moved 
HhHitberto, above half a Degree in 24 Hours ; perhaps it will 
© move quicker in a few Days, but not much, and this quick 
* Motion will not laſt long: h is at preſent among the four — 
6 of Pegafus, and will this Evening be neareſt to the Star 
* Marcah.” 
Not long after, the ma Account came from the ſame 
8 
* The Profeſſor Celſius, who fir/t obſerved the Comet that 
is now viſible in our Horizon, on the 14th of December la/# 
* 1743, has calculated its Progreſſion towards the Earth, and 
bas found that by the 1/ of January, that is, within a Month 
* after he publiſhed his Obſervations, it would be nearer to us, 
s than at its Firſt Appearance, by 6000 of the Earth's Dia- 


meters. 
From 
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Thing which engrofſs our 


Madneſs fs : 


* . 
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by the help of a Teleſcope, two Semi- Circles like — 
W were diſcerned about the Nucleus, and fery 8 


6 ts Spe pert bt om, fell and ſet Hire to a af 


c e 250 ence of an hundred P 
be e falling of theſe Sparks, the Air was fo rarified, 
© that the People — like Trouts taken out of the Mater. 


N. B. Ar. Chambers /. . this Principle, VIZ, The i 2) 
8 Rarefattion of the Air, 81 ſadc on owns That there 


to be ſome Foundation for In dar Opinion of Pre- 
6 "ſages from Comets, farce. the Tail of a_ Comet, thus inter- 
« mingled with cur 2 ma * Changes very ſen- 
G Pletal Animal and aal Bodies Ser Cyclop. 


From the Paris Alamain, Feb: 26, 1743-4. 


© The Aſtronomers at the Obſervatory h « remarkd that 


© the Comet which haz been ſeen for ſame Months drew nearer 

© tous in the Space o x the laſt Month by Goo Diameters of the 
<. Earth, and that 

© the Stn, fo that it will begin to become inuiſible for ſome D 

They likewiſe affirm, That by the Month e 10 ne it wil be 

© as high again from the Earth, as it was in 2 5 Beginning of 

Arb. Thus tar the French Aſtronomers. 


Sure I am, Seneca made an admirable Uſe of the Comet that 
peared in Nero's Days, to reform thaVices of the Age whereim 
he lived, as appears by the End of that Brot, the beginning 
wheyes "bas been exhibited to the Reader, © 
fany Branches of * Science are reſerved for future Apes, 


Q 751 the Memory of our Age ſball be 2 — be 


Nature 0 2 Things dlſcrvers not her Myſteries at once, we 
believe ourſelves initiated, but we loiter in the Porch,” Thoſe 
Secrets appear not romiſeuenſh, nor to all Mankind ; they are 


henim'd in, and ſetrettd in the innermoft Reteſſes, of which 


Arcana this Age ſhall behold dare? another Age more. I pen 
ſhall theſe cithe to 7 Kninoledge 2 All Things of Importance 
are ſlow in Motion, 77 Diligence relaxes ; that one 
oughts woe have not yet perfected, 

viz. That we may bs the mare profiigate, Vices are 2 fil in their 
Career : LO 2 54 bing new, whereon to exerciſe its 
vid out ſore more Matter Re- 


15 to ap Life ubandoned to 1 * Somewhat 


[il 5 Mer and more teſcious that it may periſh 'by ut 


From 7 Ireland, Feb. 47-4," came this Inte * 5 1 
Loft hs 27 5 lazing Star wir ſcen bers 
L 2 gr _ ge, and SC far very odd Circumſtuncet; 


omorrow it will begin to return ads 


tn tGtHEeS © ,.0 kd >) 


FL PREFACE 

Do you wonder if Wiſdom has not yet finiſhed her Courſe? 
22 is not — at its full Height ; it is ever — 

all attend its Motion; our Eyes and Hands are all at its 
Service. Who waits on Wiſdom, who thinks ber worthy of a per- 
ett Acquaintance, who regards Philoſophy or any liberal Art, 
unleſs in a Vacation of the Theatre, or in a Stormy Day; in 
whoſe Loſs there is no Damage ! Thus ſo many Families of Phi- 
loſophers are extin without a Succeſſor ; the Academicks old 
and new have left no Chief; Who delivers the Precept of Pyr- 
rho ? The Pythagorean School ſo ju/tly envied has no Preceptor. 
What great Care is now taken leaſt the Name of an Actor 
| 25 into Oblivion ? The Houſes of Pylades and Batillus 
have their Succeſſors ; of theſe many are the Pupils, many the 
Tutors : Actors perform in private Houſes all over the City, —— 
Philoſophy is quite neglected; hence many Arts are ht, and no 
Illuſtrations of what the Ancients left obſcure : Indeed, if we 
would exert our Faculties to Learning, if to this the Sober Youth 
would bend their Minds, the Elder might teach, and the Younger 
learn ; yet ſcarce would they ever come to the bottom where Truth 
hath placed herſelf, which we now ſeek for mo careleſly 
and on the Surface: Naturalium Queſtionum Finis apud 
Seneam. 
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Pſalm lxv. 5. By terrible Things in Righteouſneſs thou <wilt anſacer us, 
O God of our Salvation, who art the Confidence of all the Ends of 
the Earth, and of them that are afar off upon the Sc. 

6. Which in his Strength ſetteth faſt the Mountains, being girded with 
Folder. | 

7. Which flilleft the Noiſe of the Waves, and the Tumult of the People, 

8. They alſo that duell in the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth are 
122 of thy Tokens : Thou maleſt the Outgoings of the Morning and 

vening to rejoice, . 


5 


an former are mentioned by Moſes, Gen. 1. 14. when Elabim ſaid, 
Lei there be Lights in the Firmament to ſeparate betaueen the 
Day and the Night, Vebaju le Olot Ulemognadim Ulejanim Veßbanim. 
And let them be for Signs and for Seaſons, and for Days and Years; | 
or, as Mr. Arthur Bedford paraphraſes the Place, to diſtinguiſh tne 
Seaſons, the Days, the Months, and Years. See Scr. Chro. p. 4. 
Thus the Rainbow God appointed to be a Token of the Cove- 
nant between him and the Earth, Ger. ix. 13. The Paſchal Blood 
was to be a Sign orToken upon the Houſes where Believers inha- 
bited, Exod, x11. 13. Aaron's Rod that budded, was to be kept for 
a Token againſt the Rebels, Numb. xvii. 10. Yea even Circumci- 
fion was a Token of the Covenant which God made with Ara» 
ham, Gen. xvii. 11, And Chriff's Human Nature, or the Thean- 
thropy, was made ig c arriat>tmcr, for a Sign of Obloquy and 
Contradiction to all Hereticks, Luke ii. 34 
When God, to anſwer ſome great Ends of his Appointment, is 
willing to go out of the ordinary Courſe of his Providence, then 
does he give ſome miraculous or extraordinary Sign,. as that to 
Hezekiah, 2 Chr. xxxii. 24, When the Sun went back ten De- 
rees, all Me/e:'s Preaching was accompanied with Signs and with 
onders, from the very firſt Time that his Rod was turned into a 
t to his Death, Deut. iv. 34. Exod. iv. 8. Of all which 
Joſhua reminded Iſrael when he died, 72%. xziv. 17. which is ſuch 
A an 


© forme or Tokens are either ordinary or extraordinary, the 


Breacbes thereof for it ſhaketh, ver. 2. 


- 


„e ny Doctrine, that 


even Dece wers, by S be g about to efta- 


bliſh their Tenets 1 b the ſame, as our 7 — oretold, Mark xiii. 
22. to dictive if 2 the very Zl. See 2 Theſ. ii. 9. Nor 


was Nebuchadnezzar, 55 * or Darius dus, — 1 
6˙ b Pb e rf ware ly 2 Di e okens; 


— ore wp. do ye 5 your Hearts as the Epyptians, as Pha- 


roah Hearts <oben hr had wrought 1 among 
them; did they not let the, People's bod the oh — 

From this — — and alle and Tokens, let us 
next deſcend to of Dawvid)s Senſe — z and how it —_ 


with hin at or gt: ©. r 
whence the Text is extracted. 


The ſixtietk Pfalm preceeding e the Gxtconth i is inſcribed 
Michtam of David, that i, a * et worthy to be written. » gol- 
den Letters on ſome eminent Pillar, as Apolinarius e 

It is directed to be chanted or ſung upon Sbaſban Eduth ; that i is, 
the Hexachord of the Oracle, or Tefiimony, and that on the Occafion 
of four great ViRories, two over the Syrians, 2 Sam. viii. 3, 4, 5. 
and two over the Edowites. See 4, Chr. xvili. 12, compared with 
Pſalm Ix, | 

But David was not always favoured with Victories; before this 
Time a Cloud of Diſaſters hung over his Realm, which made him 
ſay, O Ged, thou hoſt caſt us off, thou haſt ſeatter'd us, thou haſt alfo 
been diſpleaſed O turn thyſelf to us again, ver. 1. 

- Thou ha fi: made the Earth to tremble, thou * broken it ; heal the 


Thou haſt ſhewed thy Pele bard Things, thou ba made us to drink 

che Wine of Aſtoniſbmcnt. 
Thou haſt given a Banner ae that fear thee, that it be diſplayed 
or lifted up, becauſe of thy Truth. Biſhop K tranſlates it, 
That they may caft it up in tbe Trutb. 
It ſeems the diſplaying of this DN Neſs or Efes, like that 
which Maſes lifted up upon the Conq Amaleck, which he in- 
ſcribed Jehovah Wiſh or The Lend is. 7 pork Exod. XvVii. 15. was 
as the Chaldee raphraſeth it, in the Truth ſeworn' to Abraham ; and 
— will in like manner _ him, ſhall be crowned with 
the like Succeſs. 

As we are {ure Moſess Victory over ee teak ten by the 
Strength of Truth, fince when Mojes let down his Hand Analeck 
prevailed, but when he had Strength to lift them both u „ then 
Jſrael prevailed; even ſuch was this four- fold Victory David 
over his Enemies, the Banner whereof, though poſſibly not of 
God's immediate Erection, like our blazing Star i in the Heavens, 
vet che Victory for which it was e muſt be own'd to be 
from God. 

In ſhort, ſays Dr. Hammond, this Ixth Palin is made up of 
fe two Parts, the the former Part * it, tor the _ firſt Verſes, is 


ut « the 


4 


g 4 
4 the ; of their own Weakneſs, when for their Sins the? 
« were left to themſelves; and the latter in the five next Verſes, ® 
«© the Commemoration of their eat dert d Borie bY 
% Means of God's Favour and Aids: In the two next Verſes, 
«« viz, the ninth and tenth, are as rh were the recapitalating of 
« both, and ſo contain their own ubſolute Impotence to go on to 
« any further Victory; unleſs God, who once forſook, be now 
5 pleaſed" in a ſpecial Manner to aid them: And it is poetically 
«« contrived by way of Queſtion, Who Hall lead me that is, it 

% not oft for tas by may” own Strengths or with any — | 
T Aids; n Ap _ Place of a4 Eh urea 

ing [dumea, unleſs in e on my be 

46 — It follows therefore, v. 10 Tan: N — — 
« Shall not thou O Lord, i. e. None cax, except thou doſt, go 

« with our Armies; and then concluding wit Confidence of his 
% Favour, Wilt not thou? i. e. certainly, O Lord, thou wilt go out 
4 with our Hoſts. And this, ſays Hammond, well accords with the 
«« Contexture and Deſign of the Pfalm, to magnify God's Aids, 
% and the Conſequence thereof; all manner of good" Succeſs and 
*« Proſperity. See Ham. on Pſalm lx. 

The intermediate Pſalms, ſuch as the Ixiſt, is his Pſalm of 4j 
in which he betakes ſelf to God as his Shelter, his Vabernacley | 
or like ſome purſued Bird, to the Covert o God's Wings; the com- 
mon Heritage of all that fear his Name, being made up of thank- 
ful Recognitions, i in conſequence of his mary V ows. 

The lxiid Pſalm not only ſhews the true Acquieſcence of Da- 
vid's Soul upon the Rock of Ages, but is Exhortatory, Prophetical, 
and Euchariſtical; excellently well adapted to eralicaty all falſe 
Hopes, on account of God's Power and Juſtice, and to fix the 
Soul, in hope of his Rewards, on the Centre of Truth. | 

The Ixind Pſalm was compoſed by David when he was in the 
Wilderneſs of Judah, when not daring to adventure himſelf in 
Keilab, which a little before he had preſerved, he got into ſtrong 
holds, in the Fore of Hareth. * 

It expreſſeth moſt paſſionate Longi to be reſtored to his 
former Dignity and Comfort, of ſerving in the 
where the Cherubims ſpread their Wings over the Mercy-Seat ; the 
enjoying of which with God's other -kindneſs donſequent 
thereupon, being far better than Life itſelf; as abſent Benefits, he 
endeavours to ſupply, and make 'preſent, with a Reinforcement of 
Hopes, Wiſhes a — xv bole Soul being a»; wo pay , 
Marrow and Fatweſs, when his Mouth praiſed him with joyful Lips 
This the Wiſdom of God's having a viſible — 
and Place of Worſhip among Men, with the Benefits which wiſe 
Men enjoy by it, ſince, like im _— Lovers, their Souls follew 
hard after Jehovah, whoſe right Hand by way of return upholdeth 
— and whoſoever dares Fe- them muſt become either Fexcs 

daa eh do him Honour by Word or 
be exalted and glory. C4671 1 


141 5 
- The birth Plan levelled, wholl Defamers 5 
5 are in Authority, — e lere Haas * 
enquire into the Miſeonduct of others, againſt whom, not 
God himſelf will ſaddenly. ſhoot, but their own Tongues 


on! 
bell 
bring ſchief upon themſelves, which they -intended for 
1 all that ſee it ſhall flee from them, by way 
of e while the Upright triumph and glory. 
We are, 74 — atriv d at — Pſalm; in which be-- 
tween tertible Things in Righteonſneſ;, and — T, hings in Kind- 
neſs, we ſhall meet wich a moſt raviſhing and tranſ — Harmony. 


*. ins literally — 7 to thee is Praije ; or the loudeſt 
ations oy: To thee the Vow, or the: 
richeſt Free-will A8. og gs, bby performed, ver, 1. | 


Thou heareft Prayer, 2 — all Fl: cometh unto thee, yer. 2. 
my ow Lhe me, as for our Tronſgreſſons thou ſhalt 


8 them 
J fred is the — oa thou chuſeft and cauſeft to , approach unto 
2 — 2 dwell in thy Courts; wwe Hall be ſatisfied with the 


N 8 rtz, even of thy holy Temple, ver. 4. Or in other 


= Praife a lent before thee, even when the greate De- 
liverances call for the a an 7 — to be paid for them. 4 
2. Thy gracious hearing of the Diftreſſed"s Prayer, by a fart of Shi: 
ritual Magnetiſm, cannot but draw or attract the World after thee. 
3. Thy pardoning of Sin, and tleanſing the Soul when Iniquities pre- 
wail, as well from Guilt as 222 is another poauer ful Attrac- 
tive to thee.” 
+ They then whom thou cleft and permitteſt as Sdiritual Priefts 
Proper unte thee, and to dwell in thy Courts, muſt needs be in a 
ed Congition; yea, we and thy whole Church ſhall be (atisfied 
= . NA of thy "TP even 7 thy Hol 7 e. Then fol. 
Wor 


„„ 


them that are afar 17 upon —_—_ See. | 

When a Nation at War has been long praying for ſome par- 
ticular Mercy, ſuch as to be extricated out of, Danger, and the 
many Difficulties from Abroad, as, well as its own inteſtine Divi- 
lions, that oppreſs it. As we chave now been almoſt four Years 
( dix. in 1744.) in praying for the public ang private Repoſe of | 


Great- 


igent to 


. 
” 
| * 
ty 
®., 
Py 


CFP 
Great-Britain,- no- ed in War with Spin; if that Nation's 
Cauſe be juſt, and _ — nh the Law of —_— + 4 

” and of God | it} t yy at * 
vereignty, much leſs Oppreſſion; but that it may — a Bal- 
lance of Power, or'an Equilibrium, to 4 nth if poſſible, all ſorts 
of Oppreſſion; and to live, firſt at Unity within itſelf, and then 
in Friendſhip and 2 Concert or Correſpogdence with its Neigh - 
bours; it, is #» Wonder, if God anſvers ſuch Prayers by a Sign or 
Token in the Heavens. A blazing Comet, as we have ſeen for more 
than two Months together in our Horizon; which by its aſcending 
Flames from the Nucleus, at firſt perpendicular, and afterwards ſlop- 
ing or bending Northwards, began at firſt to ſhew itſelf in the 

n about Sun-ſetting, and continuing on its Courſe, was ſeen 
next Morning in the Eaſt, in Shape of ſome fiery Rod, flaming 
and burning, from the Nucleus upwards, to the no little Amaze- 
ment and Terror of the Beholders. * 

God by terrible Things in Righteouſneſs, not in Judgment, 
but in Mercy, is now anſwering our —— even the common 


Voice of this Nation, now labouring 
Which Righteouſneſs or Mercy being exactly according to 


numerable Difficulties. 


n 
Covenant, or the Term he has Mpulated for us in his beloved 
Son: If, by comparing them together, we find that our Steps 
do concur with his, then we ſhall have more Hopes of Good than 
Fears of Evil, as to the generality, But if our Steps do not 
concur with him, then we may expect more Fears of Evil than 
Hopes of Good from the Sign exhibited in the Heavens. 

But let us firft hear beau David behaved, when he thus enume- 
rates the Praiſes of his Creator. | 

6. It is thou, who by thy Strength ſettef® faſt the Mountains, 
Lr 

7. 2 fiilleft the Raging of the Seas, the Raging of its Faves, 
and the Madneſs or Tumult of the People. 

8. They alſo that dwell in the uttermoſ Parts of the Earth ſhall 
be afraid at thy Tokens : Thou maleſt the Morning and Evening 
Stars, ſays Ceverdale's Tranſlation, or the Out-goings of the Morn- 
ing and Evening to praiſe thee, r 

That is, ſays Hammond, the illuſtrious Acts of thy Providence 
are ſuch in diſſipating the Machinations of wicked Men, and/ 
protecting thoſe that *. cloſe to thee, that they extort Dread 
and Joy, Awe and Thankſgiving, even Acknowledgments of thy 
9 and Mercy from all, even the moſt barbarous Men in the 

orld. 

9. Thou wiſiteft the Earth and maleſ it thirfly, thou greatly 
enricheft it with the River of God, which is full of Water, thou 
prepareſt them their Corn, for ſo thou haft provided for it. t 

Or thy gracious Providence is diſcernable, as in Dearths and 
Famanes, ſo in reſtoring Fruitfulneſs to the Land, it being a Work 
of - God's ſpecial Care and Favour, in opening the Couds of Hea- 
ven 
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i Wants and Occasions, e r 6s a 


Bleflings. 163 3 30d . 4p 
ue, the Ridges thereof; * dere 
wry che dpi 2 ble that — — rags 
fire n deen has a 
2 5 the Fa 220 thy. 5 it is. th 
817 3 Seaſens 7 Year ; thy Paths, 
i 
They, bo are pI Pafore of the Wilderneſs, and the 
15 . all rejoice, or gird them/el ves with 1 round about. 
| Are are cloathed. with Flocks 3 the Valleys are co- 


21. point Corn, 45 25 thy laub, or er for Jo, 


hat a Scene of Bleflings js here exhibited boch 25 Soul and 
Body? Vea, what can the AI. er 
Or eee Ste ether acer War. . 21 20% 
2 Feen, David very well anſwered that Character which Sa- 
Ter ek of him by Prophecy, _ before he knew him. 75 
b ſought. 4 Man after, bis” own Hearts an commanded 
4 be Captain over bis 70% 1 Sam. Ni. 14. Since he is not 
= ſo dexterous and e ſetting forth hie Maker's Praiſe, - 
but is ſuch a Zaphnath-Paancgh,.. a'Revealer: of Secrets, as to the 
Method God-uſeth in the Goyerament of the World, and the 
Courſe he would have. „ 690-5 ne to ke, in order to 2 
cur with him in it. | 
All. God's s Nealings are graenally according to Covenant, det l 
I mean which is contained in his written = * as tha 7 of . 
e, Imean that of his ordinary Providence, 0 
ale. he ſeldom goes about, unleſs for moſt weighty 8 8 
diſturb the Courſe thereof. 
Thus when God would preſerve Facob's Family from ſuch as 
wouldavenge the unjuſt Deathof the Sechemites, Gen. xxxiv and xxxv. 
it is ſaid; that as they journeyed, the Terror of God was upon the Ci- 
ties that . round about them, that they did not purſue after the Sons 
of Jaco 
ker tives ſome Sign in the Heavens like the Cloud that 
— between Pharoah and the 1/rachites, before the Rei- Sea, 
not preſume to determine; certainly it aut ſome Token, or 
— and in all Probability a viſible one, giyen to them that fear- 
ed God, to be diſplayed, ar Jifted up, becauſe of his Truth, Pſalm lx. 
4. That of the Cloud which miniſtred Darkneſs to the ES - 
tiam, and Light to ae, we are ſure was ſach, Exod. xiv. 20. 
Thus Rahab confeſſed to the Spies, Jeſb. ii. g. The Fear of you is - 
fallen upon us, and indeed, if they could, by a Prolepſis or Anticipa- 
tion, have. known what Balaam was to prophecy, of the Succeſs 
and gallant Atchievements of Ifrael, that alone had been enough 


to have ſtruck a Terror upon their Enemies, the Catnanites; _ | 
m 


85. 
þ move yhen they might have head of daily Miracles being, 


fog i Faber, was notiill obſerved or adviſed, if Man 
Wo 2 'a Free- A me, ad. God. as r wax. 
145 according to his, Wor * 

God mult not be looked upon as an WleSpetator of the World: 
which he governs; he cannot be ſuppoſed. not to know the Bent 
and Genius of all Nations and States; which he governs, as well as 
of particular Men: We ought nat 49:think him unable to 
or unprovided with Artillery of all- Sorts, to let fly againſt his Ad- 
verſaries, even when an Apoſtle could ſay, having in a Readineſs 4% 
. all Diſobedignce, as ſoon as 1 u. er Was 

ated, 2 Cor. x. 21. » 

ay, it is impoſſible he ſhould — wanting to his ovnGlery, 
though he long bears with the Way wardneſs or Stubborneſs of any 
People: Terrible Things be will de in Righteouſneſs, on their behalf 
who ſeek him; and as terrible, { ſuch as do not ſeek him 
but oppoſe themſelves unto him, pecially when various. Turns,. 


with the Diſappointments of the Crafty, are to be rr 
and all their to be carried . 


a 1 * 
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CHAP. Il e 


An Fiftorical View of God's general Tokens of . 
wour or Diſlike, of diſappointing or giving Suc- 
ceſs to Good or Bad, as their Actions 2 4 0 
ſerved by Pagans and Chriſtians. ö 5 


T would take up a Volume to ſet forth God's general Tokens 
of Favour or Diſlike, precedaneous to War or Peace, diſap- 
pointing and giving Succeſs, in the general Courſe of Things, to- 
gether with the great Alterations in Kingdoms and Empires in Fa- 
vour of ſome, and Deteſtation of others; which being taken na- 
tice of by unprejudiced Heathens as well as others, confirm'd * a 
Notion they all had of the true God's governing the World. 
To begin with Plizy, who writes thus: In one Place of the - 
* whole World, namely in the Temple at Rome, a Comet is wor- 
* ſhipped and adored, even that which Auguſtus Ceſar, of happy 2 
* Memory, was judged very lucky and hap y to him; who, when 
it began to appear, gave Attendance in Perſon, as Overſeer of 
* thole Games and Plays which he made to Venus Genetrix, not 
long after the Death of his Father Julius Ceſar, i in the College 
by him inſtituted and erected, teſtifying his Joy in theſe Words 1 


11 | 
In thoſe very Days during the Solemeiities of my Plays, there 
* was ſeen a blazing Star for ſeven Days together, in that Region of 
the Sky which is under the North Star Septentriones, Tt aroſe about 
© the eleventh Hour of the Day bright it was, and clear, and evi- 
« dently ſeen in all Lands, that Star it was fignified, as the 
© common Sort believed, that the Soul of Jullus Cæſar was re- 
«* ceived among the Immortal Gods; in which R that Mark 
or Enſign of a Star was ſet to the Statue of Julius Czſar, which 
* ſoon was dedicated in the Forum Romanum. j 
. © Theſe Words, ſays Pliny, he publiſhed Abroad; but in a more 
« inward Joy to himſelf interpreted and conceived thus of the 
Thing. That this Comet was made for him, and that himfelf 
« was in it born. And verily if we will confeſs a Truth, an health- 
"© ful, and happy Preſage that was to the whole World.“ See 
Plin, Vat. Hiſt. lib. ch. xxv. "Wi bey 1 | 
1. Here we ſee a Comet ſhining for ſeven together, qu ick- 
ly after the Death of Julius Ceſar, or rather his Murder in the 
Senate Houſe. | | 
2. The fooliſh and paraſitical Idolatry of the Romans in wor- 
ſhipping it. 5 | | 
3. What Auguſtus Cæſar gave out, and would have believed con- 
cerning its Appearance; with his own and Plim's real Sentiments 
about it; viz. That it was an happy Preſage to the whole World 
of the approaching Felicities of Auguſtus, his adopted Son's Em- 
pire, exactly as Daniel had foretold, the on Kingdom 
of the Romans; which was to ſucceed the Brazen one of the 
Greek, eſtabliſhed by Alexander the Great, and his Captains, See 


ch. os” wh FA . | 

The ſame Pim tells us of a terrible Comet ſeen by the Peo- 
« ple in Ethiopia, which the King who reigned in that Age named 
Hypbon; it reſembled Fire, and was plaited and twiſted in Man- 
* ner of a Wreath; grim and hideous to look upon, and mare 
like a Knot of Fire than a Star.----But becauſe we have Times 
* when it ſhone, and to which it referred, as God does nothing in 
« vain, no juſt Obſervation can be made concerning it. 

Again he ſays, a fearful Star or Comet not eaſily — ap- 
« peared in the late Civil Wars, when Ofawius was Conſul, 
© As alſo a ſecond Time in the inteſtine War of Pompey and 
« Ceſar. ; 

0 And in our Days, about the Time that Claudius Ceſar was 
« poiſoned and left the Empire to Domitizs Nero; in the Time of 
* whoſe Reign and Government there was another, in a Manner 
* cominually ſeen, and ever terrible; vid. ibid. 


CHAP. 


CHAP, II. 


The Kue Sorts of Blazing Stars, as named by 
the Ancients, and recounted by Pliny, + 


C HOSE Blazing Stars which the Greeks call Cometas, the 
6 Romans, he ſays, name Crinitas, dreadful to be ſeen, with 
bloody Hairs all over rough and ſhagged in the Top like a Buſh 
of Hair upon the Head. * 
The Greeks call thoſe Stars Pogonias, which from the nether 
Part, have a Main hanging down, in Faſhion of a long Beard. 
As for thoſe named Acontiæ, they brandiſh and ſhake like a 
; or Dart, fignifying great Swiftneſs; this was it whereof 
* Tiberius Ceſar, the Emperor, wrote an excellent Poem in his 
6 — Conſulſhip, the laſt that ever was ſeen, ſays he, to this 
0 The ſame, if they be ſhorter and ſharp- pointed at the Top, 
© they uſe to call Vybiæ or Daggers, which are the paleſt of all 
© others, and glitter like a Sword, but without any Rays or 


© All which, another kind of them, named Diſcus, reſembling 
a Diſh or Coit, whereof it beareth the Name, but in Colour 
* like unto Amber, do put forth or exert here and there out of 


* the Brims or Edges thereof. 

As for Pitheus, it is ſeen in Form of a Tun or Barrel, invi- 
roned with a ſmoaky Light as if it were a Concavity. 

© Ceratias reſembleth an Horn, and ſuch a one appeared when 
the whole Soldiery or Strength of Greece fought the Battle of 


* 


© Salamis. 
* Lampadias is like to burning Torches, and Hippias to Horſe- 
* Mains, moſt ſwift in Motion, and a turning round. | 
© There is alſo a white Comet with Silver Hair, ſo bright and 
* ſhining, that hardly a Man can endure to look upon it, and in 
* Man's ſhape, it ſheweth the very Image of a God. : 
Moreover, there be blazing Stars that become all ſhaggy, 
* compaſled about with hairy Fringe, and a kind of Main; one 
© heretofore appeared in the Form of a Man, changed into 2 
Spear, viz. inthe 108th-O/ympiad, and the 398th Year from the 
* Foundation of Rome. 2 
It is to be obſerved, continues Pliny, that the ſhorteſt Time 
« of their appearing is a Sevennight, and the longeſt eighty Days; 
* ſome of them move like the wandering Planets, others are fixt 
and ftir not; all in a Manner are ſeen under the very North 
© Star, called Charlemaigne's Wain; ſome in no certain Part thercof, 
© but eſpecially in that white, which has taken the Name of tha 
* Millye Way, or Circle, See Pliny, b. ii. c. 25. 
| B Senecca 


| 10 } ] * | | 
«-Sexecca, in his firk Book. of Natural Queſtions, mentions ſome of 
theſe Sorts of Comets, ſuch as Pegonæ, Lampad::, beſides Cypa- 
 riſfia, Trabes, and Pithiaz which laſt Sort, he ſays, are ſeldom ſeen. 

HY WC Brad 2 hgh ol riattins | 
3 150 Notice of one other Sort, called Concinnatæ, in 
b. 2. de Nat. Deorum: His Words are, Tum Facibus wiſis Cæ- 
leflibus, tum & — his quas Græci Comætas, nofiri Cencinnatas, 
vocant, que nuper Hello Otaviano, magnarum fuerunt Calamitatum 
Prænunci. 1 | a — 
Lucan alſo, in lib. 11 gives us his Senfe of Comets in general; 
but eſpecially of that, which Pliny and Cicero took Notice of in 
the OZavian War. 1. a | 


Tonota obſcura viderunt Sydera Nocte, ö! 

* Ardentemque Pelum, Clammis, Cæ ſoque, volantes 
Oydbliguas per inane Faces, Crinemque, fremendi 
©»  Syderis, et Terre Minitantem Regna Cometam. 


1; Veſpatian, as Dion 1 8 when the Apparition of a Comet was 
thought to portend his Death, replyed merrily : No, ſaid he, this 
buſhy Star notes not me, but the Parthian King. Ip/e enim comatus 
, ego vero calvus ſum: For he wears buſhy Locks, but I am bald, 
Yet it muſt be confeſſed that ſome Comets have been the Meſ- 
ſengers of happy and joyful Tidings, ſays the Learned Dr. Hack- 
vel, in his Apology for the Power and Providence in that which 
attended the Birth of our bleſſed Saviour. See lib. 2. c. 6. 
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CHAP, IV. 
The ſeveral Appearances of Comets, Blazing Stars, 


and other curious Phænomena in Nature, as they 


Aeneas obſerved in divers Ages and Countries, 


HAT, extraordinary Star foretold by Balaam and divers 
1 Prophets appeared in the Heavens, and was obſerved by 
the Eaſtern Magi, to differ from the —_—_ Stars; and being 
. likewiſe apprized of David's Prophecy in Pſalm 72, 85, 45, as 
well as illuminated by the Holy Ghoſt, looked upon it as an in- 
fallible Index or Finger of God, pointing out his Son Feſus Chriſt's 
© miraculous Birth, as alſo to be his certain ad dx to light him 
Sinto the World. 
And for the confirming the Truth of Chriſtianity by the Con- 
: Tent of Heathen Writers, ſays Dr. Hammond, that is obſervable 
which we find in Chalcidius, a very antient Writer, who lived a 
little after Chrif”s Time, in his Comment upon Plato's Timeus ; 
who, relating ſome portentous Significances of Stars, adds; 
There is alſo a more venerable and ſacred Hiſtory, (meaning 
the Goſpel) which mentions the rifing of one extraordinary * ; 
x a * 


L 2x 
which was foretold, not the Diſeaſes, Tempers, or Manners 

of Men; but the Deſcent of a venerable God, worthy of Wor- 
ſhip, in Favour to the Perſerwation, he means Salvation, of Men, 
= the Benefit of Mortals here below; which Star they God, 
to have been obſerved by the Chaldeant, who came to this God, 
who was newly born and worſhipped, and made Preſents to him. 
See the Latin of this, cited by Ham. in Matth. ch. ii. ſince the 
oO NCT \ "LAGER ORE eee 

Note, No Heathen Teſtimony was ever more punctual or cor- 
cordant with the Scriptures, than this; the &rarcay or rifing of 
which, was vertical to the Houſe where Chriſt was born, as Ham- 
mond obſerves ; and who can ſay that this was not according to the 
Oath ſworn to Abraham ? | ; | 

Concerning that Comet which appeared at the Death of Vero- 
Tacitus, his ſage Judgment was this, Cometes ſumme bonus apparuit 
qui prænuncius fuit mortis magni illius Tyranni et Peſtilentiſſimi Ho- 
minis; or there appeared a favourable and auſpicious Comet, as an 
Herald to praclaim the Death of that great Tyrant and moſt peſ- 
tilent Man, for ſo Dr. Hackwel! tranſlates it. | | | 

Note, Tacitus takes Notice of two Comets in Nero's Time. 
Vide lib. Annal. 14. c. xxii. and lib. 15. c. xlvii. Of this laſt, he 
ſays, a Blazing Star always purged by Nero, with the Blood cf 
Noblemen. \ | ; 

Beda and Paulus AEmilius mention two Comets, which, by the 
Space of fourteen Days, appeared together in the Time of Charles 
Martel, Grandfather to Charlemaigne; the one in the Morning going 
before the Sun, and the orher in the Evening following after it: 
the like whereunto, ſays Dr. Hackwell, I do not remember we any 
where read of, See Bed:'s Hiſtory of the Church of England, 
lib. 5. He refers his Reader to Vicomercatus, Garzeus, Ponta- 
nus, and Lycofthenes de Prodigijs et Portentis, ab orbe condito, uſque 
ad annum 1557, who have all wrote on this Subject. 

But the eft Apparition in the Air of this kind, ſays Hack- 
well, that ever f heard or read of, was that which I find reported 


by Mr. Fox, whilſt the Spani Match with Queen Mary was in 


the Heat of treating, and near concluding. 
There appeared in London, on the fifteenth Day of February, 
1554, a Rainbow reverſed, the Bow turning downwards, and the 
two Ends ſtanding upwards; a prodigious and ſupernatural 12 
indeed, of thoſe Milte and bloody Times which quickly 
lowed after. So far Dr. Hackwell, lib 2. EN 
Poſſibly it might be deſigned to laugh at the prepoſterous Wiſ- 
dom of Charles V. Emperor, and Philip II. King of Spain; who 
CO to ſtrengthen the Romiſþ Religion in theſe Iflands 
ereby. | | 
N. 4 Charlemaigne was the Son of Pipin, and Grand-Child to 
Charles Martel of France, whoſe great Service to Chriſtendom 
againſt the Saraccns, he being Mayor of the Palace to Dagobert, 
Succeſſor of Pharamond, the then King of France, trod a Path 
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Se xp ame Toe adit on 
I n. Mes, 25 ther, fays Mr. Matthiat Prideaux, in his 
"Tatned. to Hift, P 7 ee e 
For iſt, he ſettled the French 28 quelPd the Saxons 

ton, Rebellions, ſubdued the-Daner, Bohemia, overthrew 
Nena, and Buns, expelled the Lowberds, with their King 
phe their long rannizing in Pal, ß. 
ceeding afterwards' to Rome, and compoſing the Dif- 


2d. Proce 

. ferences between the Pope and People. to the ſeeming Content of 

1 Pads, 50 Leo III tertoud Ad ſolemnly, as though it had 

been in his Gift, beſtows upon 1 the Title of Emperor, with the 1 

ret all, and his modeſt Acceptance. In like Manner, a2 
ope Zachary, in Anno Chriſt. 751; had depoſed Chilierick King of 

ZZ 

King in his Stead. e nib wes 

Mate, | Charlemaigne was crowned King of Fraure, Arm Chriſt. 

768, and made Emperor in 800. e VOTE.” 

— A little before the coming in of J/i//;am Duke of Normandy, 

ſays Mr. Fox in his Arts and Mor. a terrible Blazing was ſeen 

for the Space of ſeyen Days: This was in the Year 1066. In 

Record whereof, as well as of the Conqueſt of Duke William, 

theſe Verſes yet remain. 3 . 4 ” $$ 8 . ko 0 

Sexagenus erat Sextus milleſſimus annus, 


Cum pereunt Angli Stelld -manſtrante Cometa. ; 


Gemma Frifins, a moſt expert Dr. of Pliyſick, as Opmeer's Con- 
t'nuator calls him, wrote a Tract upon a certain hairy Comet in 
1572, Which appeared under the Star Caſſiopea, and ſtood un- 
moved more than a Year, during the Duke of ' 4/va's Govern- 
ment of the Low- Countries, and in the 15th'of Queen EJizaberl's 


4 
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Reign. | 
This Year fell out the Maſſacre of Paris; whilſt a Marriage, 
ſays Mr. Cambden, was pre aring with great Solemnity, between 
Henry, King of Nawarre, and Madam Margaret, the French King's 
Siſter; unto which were allured by flattering Promiſes and cre- i 
dulous Hope of perpetual Peace, and renewing of Love, but with 
notable Diſſimulatien, all the choiceſt of the Proteſtants, and that 
not of France only, but out of Germany; ſuch as the Elector Pa: Wi 
latine's Son, the good Queen Dowager of Nawarre, and even 2 
Leiceſſer and Burgl:y out of England, but theſe had the Wit not to go. - 
All then preſent being as it were catched in a Trap, and under 
Pretence of ſome Conſpiracy hatched by the Proteſtants, were all 
inhumanly butchered and maſſacred, and Money ſtamped with this 
Inſcription Virtus in Rebelles, on one Side, and on the other, Pietas 
excitavit Juſtitiam, as though they gloried in their Wickedneſs. 
' 'T know not, ſays Mr. Cambder, whether it be <vorth the gubile, to 
mention that which all Hiftoricgrathers of our Time hawe recorded; 
to wit, that in the Month of November, a new Star, or if you 
will, a Phænomenon, was ſeen in the Conſtellation of Caffopea ; 
. Which, as I myſelf obſerved, in Brightneſs exceeded * 
| | ; The 
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the Prrigee, or neareſt Point of the Excentrick and Epicyclez and 


in the ſame Place, it continued full fixteem Months, being carried 
about with the daily Motion of the Heavens. | 
Mr. Thomas Digſey and Fobn Dey, Mathematicians among us, 
have learnedly proved, by Paralitic Doctrine, that it was in the 
celeftial, not in the elemental Region; and they were of Opinion, 
that it vaniſh'd by little and little, in aſcending; certainly after the 
eighth Month, all Men perceived it to grow leſs and leſs. 
" Theodorus Beza, continues -Cambden, wittily applied it to that 
Star which ſhone at the Birth of Chrif, and to the murdering of 
the Infants under Herodz and warned Charles IX, King of France, 
who had confeſſed himſelf to be the Author of the Mafſacre of 
Paris, to beware, in this Verſe, 

Tu vero Herodes Sanguinolente time, 

Now look thou bloody Herod to thyſelf. 


And certamly he was not altogether deceived in his Belief; for 
the fifth Month after the vaniſhing of this Star, the ſaid Charles, 
after long and grievous Pains, died of exceſſive Bleeding. See 
his Hiſtory of Queen Elizabeth, p. 50. 52. Anno Reg. 75 | 

At this Time, through the Tyranny of the Duke of Alva, and 
other Cauſes, the Low-Countries revolted from the King of 
Spain, and ſet up an Independant Government, by firſt ſeizing of 

rill and other Maritime Cities; inſomuch that they have made 
ever ſince a conſiderable Figure among European States, and Prin- 
cipalities, and have the Honour with Great- Britain to be called 
one of the Maritime Powers. 
In the Year 1580, ſays the Continuator of Opmeer, a 
miſerably infeſted Denmark, Sweden and Livenia, in the Months of 
Nevember and · December; the Forerunner of which was a Comet 
ſeen in Pruſſia, in the Month of OZober ; but vaniſhed or diſap- 
peared in the Month of January following, 
' Famianus Strada the Feſuit, in his Hiftory of the Low-Country 
Wars, ſpeaking of Charles V. Emperor of Germany, who two 
Years before his Death had reſigned his Empire to his Brother 
Ferdinand, and the Kingdom of Spain to his Son Philip II. and 
had retired to the Monaſtry of St. Zu/lus, of the Hieronomites, upon 
the Confines of Portugal and Caſtile, not far from the City of 
Placentia, who died September 21, 1 55 8, obſerves, | 

His Death was attended with conſpicuous Signs in Heaven and 
Earth; for a while after he ſickened, there was ſeen a Blazin 
Star in Spain, at firſt ſomewhat dim; but as his Diſeaſe increaſed, 
ſo it grew in Brightneſs ; and at laſt ſhooting its fiery Hair point 
Blank againſt the Monaſtry of St Juſtus, in the very Hour the 
Emperor died, the Comet vaniſhed. See lib. 1. de Bello Belg. p. 
8. tranſlated by Sir Robert Stapylton, Knt. 

We have hitherto omitted the Signs preceeding the Deſtruction 
pf Jeruſalem: It may not be amiſs, to hear what Euſebius, in lib. 
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3:'Hiftor. Eccleftaftice, c. viii. ſays, or repeats out of Joſephus, de 
Bello Fudaico, c. xxxi, concerning a few of them. | 
Seducers at that Time, and ſuch as told Lyes againſt God, ſays 
Zuſebius, perſwaded the miſerable People, not to regard or to give 
any Credit to thoſe evident Signs and Tokens, which foreſhewed 
Feruſalem's Deſtruction under Titus. But as if they had been ſtu- 
_ and had neither Eyes nor Underſtanding, they contemned 
God's Denunciations, vis. for that a Star ſtood over the City; 
and a Comet in the Margin, ſtiled Xiphiat, like unto a Sword or 
Dagger, which laſted above the Space of a Year. 
Moreover, before the Rebellion broke out, or any warlike 


Stirs or Commotions began; when the People were aſſembled at 


the Feaſt of the Paſſover, on the eighth Day of April, at Nine 
o'Clock at Night, ſo great a Light ſhone about the Altar and the 
Temple, that it ſeemed to be bright Days Theſe, to the Unſkilful, 
ſeemed to be good or proſperous Tokens; but ſuch as were well 
read and exerciſed in Holy Scriptures, looked upon them as 
Preſages of Evil. | | 
In the ſame Feaſt, a Bullock led to be ſacrificed by the High- 
Prieſt, in the midſt of the Temple, brought forth a Lamb. 
Moreover, the Eft Gate of the Inner-Femple, although all 
of it compoſed of NMaſſy-Braſs, and moſt ſtrong, which required 
the Strength of twenty Men about the Duſk of the Evening to 
ſhut it, which alſo was made ſtrong with Iron Bars, inſerted into 


molt deep and ſtout Side Poſts ; yet at Six o'Clock in the Even- 


ing, it was ſeen to be opened of its own accord; and a Voice was 
heard, Migremus hinc, or, Let us depart hence. 

N. B. A late celebrated Author, who often appeared in Publick 
with Diſſertations, among the monthly Specimens of the Works of 
the Learned, or Preſent State of Literature, falls foul upon Fo/ephns 

as a fabulous Writer, only for aſſerting this laſt Point; or, the 
Vice that ſaid, Let us depart bence; whereas to me, nothing ſeems 
to be a greater Proof of his Sincerity ; nor can any thing be more 
coincident, or correſponding with the Truth. 

For, ever ſince the firſt Tabernacle was erected by Moſes in the 
Wilderneſs, God was known to dwell there; and when it was 


pitched in She, God ſpake to Samacl out of the Cloudy Pillar, 


that reſided on it. See Pf, xcix. 7. comp. 1 Sam. iii. 4. Exod. 
Xxv. 8. Numb. vii. 89. So likewiſe did the divine Preſence of 
Sbelinab take Poſſeſſion of Solomon's Temple, 1 Kings viii. 11. and 
continued in it all the Time that ſtood; nor was it driven away hy 
N. buchadnezzar's Fire, but voluntarily left them on Account of 
i/racÞs Tdolatry. ISA 
After the ſecond Temple was built by Zorobabel, that divine 
SEc&:nah made his Reſidence in it as before; not only *till Chri/t 
came who was the very Shekinah in human Shape, and in whom 
 develt the Fulucſi of the Godhead bodily, but alſo all the forty Years 
of his Forbearance, to be dated from the Day of his Aſcenſion, 
that he might ful fil the Sign he had promiſed to give them, parallel 
| do 
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to that of Jonah to the Ninevites, the forty Days Space from his 
Reſurrection to his Aſcenſion; which was at firſt indulged the 
Rebels for their Repentance, being afterwards, through his 
Prayers and Merits, enlarged to forty Years; after which no 
longer Space ſhould be allowed them in Caſe of Obſtmacy and 
Infidelity. 1 042 09-9 | 

When this Period was compleated, without the leaſt Compunc- 
tion or relenting for crucifying their Sovereign Lord, who can 
wonder at the divine Reſentment, which occaſioned the Voice 
Migremus hinc ? Nay, we ought to bleſs God that we have ſo good 
a Witneſs as Joſephus, to record this; without whoſe impartial 
Teſtimony, not this only, but many other of the divine Proceed- 
ipgs, had been buried in Silence ; bat God took Care, by proper 
— to ſcreen his Juſtice from being miſrepreſented by Jeremy. 
under and after the firſt, and by Joſephus, under and after the 
ſecond Temple; and here let God's 'Trath and Juſtice, according, 
to his Oath, be exalted over all. 54 * 

N. B. It cannot be doubted, but all thoſe terrible Things were 
in Righteouſneſs, or, according to Oath, though manifeſtly tend- 
ing to the Perdition of thoſe ungodly Men, and the Diſſolution of 
their State foretold expreſly by Daz. ix. ult. 5 

But to leave them without Excuſe, were there not as terrible 
Things in Righteouſneſs of a merciful Nature, and tending to 
the Salvation of God's Elect? Yes; for Joe foretold, That God 
would ſpea Wonders in Heaven above, and Tokens in the Earth be- 
neath: Blood and Fire, and Pillars of Smoak. The Sun hall be turn- 
ed into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood, before that great and no- 
table Day of the Lord's coming, Joel ii, Was not this fulfilled by 
that ſurprizing Eclypſe, or total Darkneſs of the Sun at our 
Lord's Crucifixion, Mat. xxvii. 45, which was to be attended 


WW with this Effect, That every one that called upon him, and thereby 


owned his Divinity, Sud be ſaved. 

This began at the Trumpets ſounding at Twelve at Noon, 
and laſted full three Hours, and probably was diffuſed, not only 
over all Paleſtine, but round the Globe alſo. | 

The Jews then not calling upon him, nor owning his Divinity, 
were the Cauſe of their own Deſtruction; whereas, thoſe that 
lived further off, as Diony/ias the Areopagite, who, at Athens, per- 
ceiving that ſuch Darkneſs could not be accounted for, by natural 
Cauſes, cry'd out, That at that very Inſlant, either the God of 
Mature ſuffered, or that the Frame of Nature would ſoon be diſſolved, 
very readily, when the Faith was declared unto him, attained unto 
Salvation; the Egyptian Darkneſs laſted three Days, as the Effect 
of his Power, without any Covenant; but this, for three Hours, 
that all might ſympathize with their Creator, without beholding 
his Sufferings, and live with him. | 

In the Tune of Arcadus, Emperor of the Faß, and Honorius 
his Brother, Emperor of the V, to whom Theodsſius their Fa- 
ther, about Au. Chr. 395, had upon a fatal and unadviſed _ 

ion 
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Non contmjeted the whole Beans Empire, Teiving S1ilchs Guarc 


diah to Honorius, and Rufinus to his elder Son Arcadius; which 
afterwards proved the Ruin of the whole Empire: A Comet of 
unuſual Magnitude; for ſo Socrates Scbolaſticus eulls it, in lib. 6. 
e. vi. Cometa Maximus 4 Calo uſque at Terram, uſque perwadem 1 
reaching from the Sky down to the Ground appeared; which 
ſeemed to ſweep the 1 its — m8 to hang directly 
over the City of Conflantinople, portending ſome vent like 
to befallthat City, mw as the whole Empire. en 
Nor could it appear at a better Seaſon, both being in immediate 
Danger, from the Oppreſſion and Conſpiracy of Gainas, a great 
Friend of Stilicho; by whom he hs Death, and put an 
End to the Ambition of Rufinus; when he had projected more 
dangerous Deſigns of his own, but was juſtly put to Death before 
he could ripen or compleat them. See his Story at large, not 
anly in Socrates Schola ſlicus, but alſo in the Continuator of Mr. 
Echard's Rom. Hiſt. vol. 3. p. 256. about the Year of Chri/, 


* hjoins this memorable Paſſage ; Conſtantinople, by Rea- 
fon of the infinite Number of Barbarians which abode there, be- 
came in a Manner a Barbarian City. Of. the Citizens and Inha- 
bitants there was no other Account made than of Captives and 
Bondſlaves; the City-was in ſo great Danger, that a wonderful 
great Comet, reaching in a Manner from the Sky to the Earth, 
(the like whereof was never remembered to have been ſeen before) 
livelily betokened the ſame. | 1 * 
Gainas, firſt of all, laying Shamefacedneſs aſide, and ſteeling his 
Face with Impudence, purpoſed in his Mind to rifle the Shops of 
the Bankers and Exchangers: But when, as the Report prevented 
his lewd Purpoſe, and the Bankers had removed their Tables of 


Exchange and conveyed away their Money, he endeavoured to 


rpetrate another miſchievous Act, for he ſent in the Night Sea- 
ſon a Multitude of Barbarians to fire the Palace of the Emperor. 

At that Time it appeared unto the whole World how careful 
God was of that City. For an infinite Number of Angels, re- 
ſembling a Troop of armed Men, having Bodies of a large Bulk 
in Appearance, but all ſhining in glittering Armour, were ſeen by 
thoſe Rebels who went about to ſet the Palace on Fire: The 
Barbarians, ſuppoſing that they had been a great Army and ſome 
mighty Hoſt, were aſtoniſhed and ran away. 

Gainas hearing of this, thought it a Thing incredible; he knew 


for certain that ſo great a Power of Roman Soldiers could not 


poſſibly be there fince they were appointed ſeparately, through 
every great City. | 

The Night following, he ſent thither others, and that not once 
nor twice; when as the Soldiers being often ſent, reported the 
ſame Thing. For the Angels of God were always beheld alike 
in the Sight of the Traitors : At length he went thither _— 
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"ith great Power to know the Certainty of the wonderful 


4 He perceiving of a Surety that it was an Army of Soldiers, 
hiding themſelves in the Day- Time, and withſtanding his. Vio- 
lence in the Night Seaſon, he began to put in Practice a crafty 
Project, which, as he thought, would greatly annoy the Romans; 
but, as the Event declared, did avail them very much. 

He fained himſelf to, be poſſeſſed of a Devil, and for that Cauſe 
betook himſelf to the Church of St. Job» the Baptiſt, which was 
about ſeven Miles diſtant from the City, there to ſay his Prayers. 
The Barbarians went, forth along with him, conveying Armour 
privately in Tuns, and other Veſſels, wherein they endeavoured to 
conceal them. s 3 3 

When the Watch and Guards of the City-Gates became ap- 
prehenſive of their Deſign, they forbid them carrying with them 
any Weapons; all which, as ſoon as the Barbarians heard, they 
drew their Swords and diſpatch'd them every one. 

Immediately all the City was in an Uproar, and Death ſeemed 
to wait at every Man's Door ; get for all that the City was ſafe, 
the Gates being ſhut, and well fortified. | | Gy 

The Emperor, wiz. Arcadius, adviſing himſelf, in Time, pro- 
claimed Gainas a Traitor, and an open Enemy: He commanded 
that the Barbarians which — in the City ſhould be ſlain, 
every one; the Day next but one after the Death of the 
Watchmen, the Soldiers within the Walls of the City, nigh the 
Church of the Goths, (for there all the Barbarians that remained 
in the City were aſſembled) had a ſtout Conflict with the Barba- 
rians, and both ſet the Church on Fire, and flew many of chem. 

Gainas hearing that as many of his Accomplices as he had left 
behind in the City, had becn executed, and perceiving that his 
traiterous Conſpiracy had no proſperous Succeſs, left his hypo- 
critical Prayers, and got him to the Coaſts of Thrace; and coming 
into the Cherſore/us, took ſhipping thence in all haſte to Lomp- 
ſacum, for to ſubdue from that Place, and forward, all the /, 
tern Parts of the World. | 

But when the Emperor had prevented him in thoſe Parts, by 
ſending thither Forces by Land and Sea, it fell out that God, of 
his divine Providence, did there exhibit a ſecond Time a table 
Token of his wonderful Power, | | 
For when the Barbarians wanted Ships, they fell to building 
new Veſlels, and ſo to tranſport Soldiers in them; but the Ream 
Navy failed thither, and arrived in the very nick, as we ſay; for 
they had both Wind and Sail at their Will, the ern S is 
favouring them; and as the Roman Power conveyed themielves 
thither with Eaſe and Pleaſure, ſo the greater Part of the Bb: 
rians Navy, as well Men and Horſes, as Ships, being toted here 
and there with a Storm, and ſeparated from .each otter, funk a 
miierable Spectacle in the deep Gulphs or Surges of the Sea. 
Some few of the Romans Ships periſhed in like Manner, but 
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the Brunt of the Storm fell upon the Barbarians, of whom an 
infinite Number was deftroyed. 7 38 

ut Gainas removing thence, and taking his Flight by Thrace, 
fell by chance into the' Hands of other Roman Soldiers, who diſ- 
patched both him and as many Barbarians as were in his Com- 

an). 

E N. B. If any be diſpoſed to know all the Circumſtances of 
that War, let him read the Book of Euſebius Schola ſticus, entitled 
Gaings, who at that Time was the Diſciple of Treylus the Sophip. 
This Man being preſent in the Wars wrote, in Hexameter Verſe, 
all that was therein tranſacted, and divided it into four Books; and 
becauſe the Acts thereof were freſh in Memory, his Poem was of 
great Price and Eſtimation, Ammonius alſo the Poet, of late 
Days, wrote the fame Argument in Verſe, which he repeated in 
the hearing of the Emperor, about the eleventh Conſulſhip of 
Theodoſius the younger, and was highly commended for it; this 
War being ended in the Conſulſhip of Stilicho and Aurelianus. 


Note, A little before this, Gainas became ſo inſolent, that he | 


demanded a Meeting with the Emperor in Perſon, refuſing to treat 
with any one elſe ; and it was agreed between them, at a Place 
near Chalcedon, that Gainas and Tribigild, as great a Traitor as 
himſelf, ſhould pafs out of Aa into Europe; and that ſuch emi- 
nent Men in the State as they demanded, ſhould be delivered up 
into their Hands, viz. Aurelius and Saturninus, Men of Conſular 
Dignity, with John the Emperor's Secretary, all which were ſent 
into Baniſhment. 

Only St. Chry/oſtom had the Courage to reſiſt him; for when 
after this Gainas demanded of the Emperor a Church for himſelf, 
and his Arian Followers, he referr'd him to St. Chry/oftom, who 
being the Biſhop of the City, and conſecrated in Au. 398, had the 
Diſpoſal of all conſecrated Places. | 

The poor Emperor was afraid to give him an abſolute Denial, 
but Chryſaſtom oppoſed him with much Courage; told him it 
was not in the Emperor's Power to alienate any thing that was ſa- 
cred; and that the Churches were daily open in the City, where 
he might go and pay his Devotions, and hear the Word of God. 

To this Gainas anſwered, that being of another Perſwaſion, he 
could not join with them in their religious Worſhip, and that the 
Service he had render'd the Emperor, very well deſerved a Church 
to be appropriated to him, and thoſe of his Faith 

St. CHryſaſtom boldly reply'd, that his Rewards had already ex- 
ceeded his Merits ; for he had the Honour of being a General, 
and enjoyed the Conſular Dignity; that from a low and abje& 
Condition, he had been advanced to the higheſt Employments in 
the Government; that he ought to be contented with what he had, 
without demanding what was not in the Emperor's Power ta 
grant. Whereupon he ſhewed hm an Edict publiſhed by The- 
od:ſius, prohibiting all Schiſmaticks whatſoever to hold any Meet- 
ings in the City, and reminded him of the Oath he had made to 
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that Emperor, of being true to the Roman Intereſt, obedient to the 

Laws, and loyal to him and his Children, adviſing him to have a 

Regard to that Oath; in the Breach of which, he would highly 
voke the divine Vengeance. | 

This ſo ſeaſonably inforced by the Biſhop, made him quit his 
Demand for the preſent, though he went away much diſſatisfy d, 
_ full of turbulent ambitious Deſigns. See Socrates Scholafticus, 
ibid. ' 

Being thus fruftrated by the Biſhop, and by the miraculous 

= Power of God, as was obſerved before, away he flies to Tribi- 
== 2:/dus the Gothiſo King; who received him with the higheſt Re- 
2 and commiſſion'd him, at the Head of an Army, to make a 

readful Invaſion upon the Empire, which filled Aſia with Hor- 
ror and Blood, and Greece trembled under his Arms. 

Arcadius was not provided to repel ſo great a Force, where- 
upon Chry/oftom is ſent an Embaſſador to that Barbarian ; who, 
though he knew the Aﬀront he had given him at Conflantinople, 
yet undertakes the Buſineſs: Gainas meets him with the greateſt 
Kindneſs, and gives him the higheſt Teſtimony of Refpect: 
Chry/oftom ſo far prevails, that he frights him from a further Pro- 
greſs; whereby the Emperor had Leiſure to raiſe ſuch an Army, 
which chaſtiſed the Treachery and Inſolence of Gainas, and made 
him fatisfy for all the Injuries he had done to the Romans in the 
Ruin of his Army, and the Loſs of his Life. See the Lives of 
Baſil and Chry/oftom comp. in a Tract, called, The Clergy's Ho- 
xour, extracted out of St. Bai, Nazianzen, Chry/oftom, Socrates, So- 
roman, Theodoret, and Photij Bibliotheca, p. 56. Lond. 1681. 
= Who can ſay that a Comet, and an Army of Angels, was ill be- 
FX ſtowed in Defence, and for the Encouragement of ſuch an Em- 
SF peror, fuch a Metropolis, ſuch a Biſhop, and ſuch a People, ſo 
© violently and unjuſtly oppreſſed by a Tyrant, who had imbibed, 
= firſt Pagan, and then Arian Principles; and ſought as much to 
tread down the Faith, as to cruſh the Empire; and all this ac- 
cording to the Covenant and Oath of God? See Pſalm g1, and 


a. 54. 
Mr. Cambden,-in 1572, we obſerved, minced the Matter ; and 
aid, he did not know whether it avould be worth his aubile to men- 
pron what all Hiſtoriographers hade recorded, meaning about the 
Comet which appeared ſoon after the Maſſacre of Paris, as though 
it were unworthy of ſo learned an Hiſtorian as he: But why does 
not Fac. Aug. Thuanus, from whom he borrowed his Account of 
it, almoſt Word for Word, in his 54th Book of the Hiſtory of his 
own 'Times, apologize as much for himſelf? Was not Thuanus 
equal to Cambden? Or, vas it his Philoſophy, as, Strada ſays, it is 
of feme Princes to dive into the Secrets of Men, leaving the Secrets 
of Nature to ſuch as have ſpare Time: For however in human 
Things, Times and Perſons die, flill the ſame Cauſes and Events re- 
wve ? in lib. 1. p. 2. | 
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For why? Chriſtianity, for want of univerſal Charity in maſt; _ 
as taught by St. John, and Courage and Brawety, to defend the trad 
and faithful Profeſſors thereof, in this national and 5 
Church, as we obſerved a little before in St. Chry/oftom, ſeems to 
pe in a fair Way to be drowned and ſwallowed up in à Deluge o 

Sin, as Cuy and Sans, two large Provinces of China, on the third 
of February, 1556, actually wers in the Bowels of the Fatth, ' 
Father Be/chior and I, ſays Ferdinand Mendes Pinto, a Portugueſe, 
perceiving that there was no Hope of going to Japan this Year, 
as well for that the Seaſon was paſt, as for other Inconveniencies 
that fell out, we were forced to ſtay in this Iſland, vis. Lampacau 
in the Fa- Iadics, till the Time ſhould ſerve us to make our 
Voyage thither, having continued then till the 17th of February 
following, certain News was brought us from Cantan, that on the 
third Day of the ſame Month, the Province of Sanſy had been 
ſwallowed up in the Manner enſuing. 2 

The firſt Day of February the Earth fell a tremblipg from 
eleven *till one o'Clock at Night, and then ext Day, from Midnight 
till zawo in the Merning, as alſo. the Day following from one 
three. * During this trembling it was a terrible Thing to hear 
the dreadful Noiſe, which the Storms and Thunder made: After 
all this, ſuca an horrible Inundation of Waters broke out from the 
Center of the Earth, as in an inſtant all the Country was ſwal- 
lowed up, threeſcore Leagues round, without the ſaving of any 
living Creature from periſhing, but only of one Child of ſeven 
Years of Age, and which for a great Wonder was preſented to. 
the King of China. | | 

In the mean 'Time this News was no ſooner come to the City 
Cantan, but all the Inhabitants” were terrified with it; yea, and 
all ours, (viz. Portugals) were ſo amazed at it, that holding it for 
an impoſſible Thing, fourteen of our Company would needs. ga 
thither, to knew the Truth thereof; which they immediately put 
in Execution, and at their Return afirmed that the Matter was 
very certain; whereof Atteftation was made, ſigned by ſ fourteen 
ocular Witneſſes; who had been upon the Place, whoſe Teſti- 
mony was ſent by Funciſco Toſcano to the King of Portugal, Don 
Fear, of glorious Memory. | of 

This prodigious Event ſo affrighted the Inhabitants of the City 
of Cantar, that all of them generally teftiked a World of Repen- 
tance; and though they were Gentiles, yet muſt it be acknow- 
ledged, that they confounded us Chriſtians who ſaw how far their 
Devotion extended. | bo | 
For 
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*. The Preparatives to the dreaiful ſwallowing up of Cuy and 
Sanſy, tac Provinces in China, in 1556. 5 

T Feurieen E ye-Witnefſes male Atteſtation of the Fact, and tranſ- 
mit their Teſiimny to Don John, third King of Portugal. 
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ax Men on Horſeback, Who in long mourning Robes, and wich a 
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Fox on the firſt Day, when the News Arrived there, Procls- 
mations were made through all the principal Streets of the City, by 


ſad and lamentable Voice, rode crying aut theſe Words; | 

| Miſerable Ottcatures, as you ate, that ceaſe not from offending, 
Day by Day, the Lord of all Things! Hear, O hear, the moſt 
lamentable and moſt dreadful Adventure that ever was. For you 
are to know that for our Sins, God hath drawn. the Sword of his 
divine Juſtice againſt the People of Cuy and San, overthrowing 
Pell. Mell with Water, Fire, and Tempeſt from Heaven, all that 
great Province of C/i-4, none being ſaved but only one Child, 
which is carried to the Son of the Sun, that is, their King. 

And thereupon they rung a little Bell thrice, which they had: in 
their Hands; then all the People proſtrating themſelves. on the 
Ground ſaid, with fearful Cries, The Lord is juſt in all that. 

* After this was paſt, all the Inhabitants retired into their Hou- 
ſes, which were ſhut up for five Days together ; ſo that the City 
was ſo deſolate, that there was not a living Creature ſeen ſtir- 


ring in it. . 

Kt the End of the five Days, the Chaem and the Anchaſſis of the 
Government, together with all the Men, went as it were in Pro- 
ceſſion, through the principal Streets of the City; while their 
Prieſts, which were about 5000 in Number, cry'& with a loud 
Voice that pierced the very Skies, Oh marvellous and pitifid Lord; 
hacve no regard to our. Wickedneſs ; for if thou takeft Account thereof, 
ave hall remain dumb before thee: Whereunto all the People, with 
2 fearful Cry, anſwered, Lord, we confeſs our Faults before 
thee. 

Thus the Proceſſion continuing, and ſtill going on, they at 
length arrived at a magnificent Temple, called Nacapyrau, whom 
they hold for the Queen of Heaven. 

On the next Day they went to another Temple, called the 
God of Juſtice; and ſo continued fourteen Days, giving great Alms, 
freeing many Priſoners, -and for three Months mare continued 
doing many other good Works. 

As the Sin of. Sodam and. Gomorrab, Admah and Zeboim, were 
principally Plide, Fulneſs of Bread, much 1dleneſs, Diſregard of the 
Poor, and going after other FI; for which they and theirs were 
ſwallowed up, and. became a Spectacle of Reproach and an ab- 
horring to all Fleſh ; not unlike to this was the State of Cuy and 
Sanſy, who had idolatrous Prieſts and Temples in abundance. 

The very City of Peguin, ſays Pinto, p. 126, has 3500 Pagods 
or Temples, very ſumptuous, eſpecially of the Orders of the 
Menegrepos, Cunguiays and Telegrepos, who are the Prieſts of the 
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t The Herald; Proclamation of the Citizens of Cantan to re- 
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four Sects of Xaea, Amida, Gixom and Conom, which ſurpaſs in 
Antiquity the other thirty-two of that- Labyrinth of the Devil, 
who appears to them in divers Forms, to make them give the 
more Credit to his Impoſtures ; but their predominant Sin is their 
Cuſtom of offering a great Number of human Sacrifices to do the 

eater Deſpite to God; and this probably might be the Caſe now, 
for the preventing or puniſhing of which, this fatal Evil might 
befal theſe two Provinces at this Time. 

Whatever elſe might be the Cauſe, the City and Iſland of 
Cantan pronounced God moſt juſt, in this terrible Act; and ſo 
ought we according to his holy Covenant. | 

Lipos qi rds Hu alu? ia la, Cc. Injuries done to Strangers 
demand aloud, God to be their Avenger, ſaid Plato, lib. 5. de 
Legibus. The ſame may be ſaid of Iznocents, as Herod found to 
his Coſt. Even Strada could ſay of the Prince of Orange, when he 
made his Complaints of Philip II, King of Spain, at the Council 
Table of Margaret, Dutcheſs of Parma, that it was an Argument 
of juſt Anger, not to be Friends upon the ſudd.n ; but a greater than 
he hath ſaid, when God maketh Inquiſiticn for Blood, be remembreth 
und fergetteth not the Cry of the affiifted, Pialm ix. 12, Nay, ſays 
Philo, Ipſa verba Dei funt Juramenta. See lib. 2. Legis Allegor, 
God's very Words are Oaths. 3 25 

In the Vear of our Lord 1067, an Earthquake overthrew the 
Churches and moſt magnificent Palaces of Conftantinople, which 
was attended by a Comet following the Sun, with its Tail directed 
to the Eat. It was ſeen by the Inhabitants of Conflantineple, for 
forty Days together, and, ſays the Continuator of Mr. Echard, 
ſerved to remind the Emperor of his approaching End. : 

Conſtantinus Ducas, about five Years Tabus, had been choſen 
Emperor of the Ea, by Iſaacus Commenus : This Prince deſerved 
to be reckoned among the good Emperors, had not all his good 
Qualities been poiſoned by an unſatiable Covetouſneſs, which not 
only betrayed him to the ſevere Reflections of his Subjects at 
Home, but expoſed the Territories of the Empire to the Inſults 
of the barbarous Nations Abroad. . | | 

For Ducas, influenced by ſome Maxims that had lately ſeduced 
ſeveral of his Predeceſſors, out of a ſordid and unſeaſonable 
Principle of good Huſbandry , ſuffered the Frontiers to lye naked; 
and by that Means gave the Turks an GP of extending 
their Conqueſts, which they did on every Side. E 

T'o this chiefly may be attributed the Ruin of the Eaſfern Em- 
pire; for the Soldiers being thus neglected and unrewarded, grew 
remiſs and unactive; and the Poiſon, which might have been ſtop- 
ped in Time, diffuſed itſelf by Degrees, and infected, firſt the ex- 
treme Parts, *till at length it became invincible, and by an irre- 
ſiſtible Progreſs, in the End, ſeized on the Head or Capital. : 

His uſual Maxim was by no means to begin a War ; but if the 
Empire were threatened with one from Abroad, he maintained it 


to be at leaſt cheaper, though not ſo honourable, to court the 
. | Barbarians 


1 23 } 
Barbarians with Preſents, and to buy a Peace, rather than to be at 
the Expence of Levies and Muſters. | 

About 4. D. 1067. the Uzians, a Scythian People, paſſed the 
Ifter, to the Number of 500,000, walting all before them as far 
as Macedonia; from whence breaking into Greece, they lived whol- 
ly at Diſcretion, | | 7 

Though the Emperor was ſenſible enough of his Subjects Ca- 
lamities, yet made he no Preparations to remove them, ſaying to 
ſuch as preſſed him on that Head, that it was impoſſible to repel 
them; yea, he endeavoured to purchaſe a Peace with rich Pre- 
ſents made to the Officers, with a Promiſe of an annual Tribute 
for the future. 

When he found, notwithſtanding this, that they continued their 
Hoſtilities with more Barbarity than before, and being reviled by 
his Subjects, as one that ſacrificed the Empire to his own ſordid 
Temper and Covetouſneſs. 

In this Calamity, ſays my Author, he betook himſelf to Prayer, 
and order'd a general Faſt to be obſerved throughout his Domini- 
ons; after which he marched out againſt them, with no more than 
a Handful of Men, though ſome ſay his Army conſiſted of 
150,000 ; which however was far inferior to the Sqythians, who 
being firſt exceedingly weaken'd by the Plague, were ſuddenly ſet 
upon by the Hungarians, whoſe Territories they had waſted in 
their Paſſage into the Empire, who alſo cut them off entirely, and 
did the Emperor's Buſineſs for him, without the Aſſiſtance of his 
own Army. | 

This was the moſt remarkable Action that happened during the 
Reign of this unactive Prince; at which Time the Earthquake 

e its Devaſtations below in the Metropolis of Conſtautinople, 
and the Comet mentioned before was ſeen above in the Heavens, 
his own Death following ſoon after, by a violent Diſtemper, after 
* Reign of five Years, and fix Months, in the ſixtieth Year of his 

|. 

This is a new Inſtance, to be added to thoſe of former Times, 
of the great Benefit accruing to ſuch, who by Faſting and Prayer 
ſeek to God for Succeſs and Victory, according to his moſt holy 
Covenant, Call upon me in the Time of Trouble, I will deliver thee, 


y aud thou ſpalt glerify me, Pſalm I. 15. Let Misfortunes come on 


as faſt as they will, or can, this is a ſure way to remedy them, as 


N . F Jehoſbaphat found upon a like Invaſion, a like Succeſs; and that 


without fighting. See 2 Chr. xx. 

When Antoninus Philoſophus reigned in Anno Chr. 174, juſt +; 
his Army was ready to be deſtroyed, God was pleaſed, ſaid Mr. 
Echard, to deliver them upon the ſolemn Prayers of the Chriſtians, 
by the ſudden Fall of great Quantities of Rain, with which the 
languiſhing Soldiers were relieved, by holding their Mouths, 
Helmets, and Bucklers up to Heaven; in their Thirſt, while their 
Enemies attacking them in that Poſture, made them ſwallow their 
own Blood mingled with the Water. 

2 . But 


[1 a 4 
Burt the fame Clouds, which hail fent fo Kind a or wi 
the Romans, at the ſame time diſchatged a terrible Storm of Hail, 
attended with Thuntler ahd Wild-fire, againſt the Enemy; fo that 
while the former tefreſhed themſelves, and quenched their Thirſt, 
the latter were exceedirigly ſcorched and cotifounded with the 
amazing Flames from Heaven, which no Water could extin- 


ith. | 
3 Ade became ſo ſenſible of a miraculous Aſſiſtance, (this 
whole Affair having been tranſacted among the Pammmnian Moun- 
tains, on the North Side of the Danube) that he relaxed the Pet- 
ſecution againſt the Chriffians, which had been very ſevere for 
feven Years, and wrote to the Senate in favour of their Religion, 
ordering thoſe to be puniſhed with Death who did actufe them. 
And this which before was called the Lepibn of Melitene, a City 
of Capadecia, was aftetwards ſtiled the rhÞundering Legitm. See 
Echard, Cent. 2. Eccl. Hiſt. b. 3. ch. ii. p. 506. 1718. ws 

If Chriſtians knew or underſtood where their beſt Strength 
lay, they would not be ſo wanting to themſelves, and their owt 
beſt Intereſts. It was as eaſy for the many Lepers in Ifruel to be 
healed, as it was, for Naaman the Syrian; but beckuſe none of 
them applyed themſelves to God's Prophet but he, all excepting 
he mifſed of a Cure. 

When the Goths were driven out of their Country, by the 
Hens, in An. Chr. 376, and had, under the Cohdugt of Aviv, 
feized on the Banks of the Danube, they ſent Oritors to the Em- 
peror Valens, who had been Partner with his Brother Yalentian, 
who died a little before in An. 375, and in a moſt ſubrniſſive 
Manner, begg'd Leave to be admitted into Thrace, where they 
promiſed to live peaceably, in Subjection to the Empire, to which 
they would be ready to ſend Aid upon all Occafions, | 

An imaginary Proſpe& of this Advantage won upon Valem, to 
give Order for their immediate Tranſportation ; which was done 
with ſo much Care and Diligence, as if it had been a Sin to leave 
any Perſon behind, «who was to be concerned in the Subverſion of 
the Roman Empire. | 

Their Numbers, fays Ammianus, exceeded the Sands upon the 
Libyan Shore; and though it was agreed, that they ſhould come 
without their Arms, yet by giving of Gifts, or other Corruption 
and Inſufficiency of the Officers, they generally brought their 
Arms with them; not now to be diſpoſed of as Pledges and Hoſ- 
tages all over the Empire, but as armed Lords who were ſooh 
der to over run and command all; it being the greateſt Peice of 
Madneſs to admit ſuch into the Heart of the Roman Empire, but 
a much greater to provoke and exaſperate them, after they had 
been admitted. 

It was not long before they beſieged Adrianople, defeated the 
Roman Army, and killed the Emperor Yalens, rolling like a Tor- 
rent down the Mountains, as if they reſolved to overthrow all 
that Rood in their Way. "oy 
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Colleague Yalentiniaz's Death; Ammianus "mentions Stars in the 
* Plural,” and fo does Dr, Howe, and the Continuator of Echard 
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from hit. n 
- | We cannot 27 ooh God to be ignorant of, or unconcerned at 

the good or bad Eſtate of Kingdoms and Empires; they are much 
more bis Care and Concern than theirs that govern them: Know 
- it is the Head that goverit, and net the Feet, ſaid Alexander Seve- 
Tus, "to his mutinous Soldiers: They that fall from the higheſt Point, 
are tafily toſſed, ſays Strada, from one Breach of” the Precipice to 
another, till they come to the very Bottom; where they ſlick faſt in 
the bottomleſs Abyſs of Evil: This our Jeſuit . to Heretics; 
but it is as applicable to others, who deviate from the Truth; or 
let the Reins of Government fall out of their Hands: I/7hereas 
a juſt King fitting on the Throne of Judgment, ſcattereth away all 
Evil with his Eyes, Prov, xx. 8. Mercy alſo will ſoon pardon the 
= meancft, but mighty Men ſpall be mightily tormented, Wild. vi. 7. 
oc. tr duda matorres, ſays Plutarch, as 24 that ſail in 
fair Weather, have their ——— ready againſt Storms; ſo ſuch 
ss are in Proſperity are truly wiſe,” 74 pos Ty dTvxiar erouuaty 
Bou bi ic Tu, 1 rhe forecaſting Renclier ag nl Mifortunes. 
In 1532, the 24th of Hen. VIII, at the Fime that the famous 
pious Dr. Cranmer ſucceeded Warham in the Archbiſhoprick of 
Canterbury, a Comet was ſeen by Peter Appian, ſays Mr. Chambers; 
Mr. Thomas Fuller, in his Church Hiſtory of Britain, ſeems to . 
date our Proteſtant Religion from this happy Promotion : All the 
X& Cavils which the Papiſts have ſtarted, or objected againſt him, 
nine in all, he fully filences and confutes. | 

= The firſt eminent Act he exerciſed, was in that King's Divorce, 
and in a few Days he diſpatched that Suit, which had depended 


many Years in the Court of Rome. | 
| Al wiſe Romanifts foreſaw the Conſequence of this, and would, 
if poſſible, have prevented it; witneſs their ſetting Elizabeth Bar- 
fon to work, the Holy Maid of Kent, as ſhe was called; whoſe 
Impoſtures were believed, or countenanced, by Biſhop F:er, and 
ir Thomas Moor: Mr. Fuller thinks they were rather befool'd by 
ber Forgery ; and, becauſe they would not own what the Clergy 
a little before had recognized, viz. King Henry to be the ſupreme 
Head of the Church, they both loſt their Heads. 
Indeed Mr. Harding, againſt Biſhop Jewel, accuſeth us for hav- 
ing a Parliament Religion, a Parliament Faith, a Parliament Goſ- 
pel; Scultingus adds, Parliament Biſhops and a Parliament Clergy : 
When, as upon a ſerious Examination, it will appear, ſays Fuller, 
that there was nothing done in the Reformation of Religion, ſaye 
what was acted by the Clergy in their Convocations; or grounded 
on ſome A of theirs precedent to it, with the Advice, Council 
and Conſent of the Biſhops and moſt eminent Churchmen, con- 
firmed upon the Pa- Fact, and not otherwiſe by the Civil Sandtion 
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70 to the. Uſage of the beſt and happieſt Times of Chriſ- 
„„ ot rt 1th | es len 
By the ſame Prop , Queen Mary's P n may be 
d e e et he e Pane g 
bated, and concluded on in Conyocation, it was canfirmed by the 
"Queen, Lords, and Commons, by AQ of Parliament. 
After this, the Clergy ic EN not to. alledge, claim, 
"or uſe any Canons, ' unleſs they had the Royal Aſſent, and were 
ratified by Act of Parliament; it being neceſſary that the two 
Powers, the Spiritual and the Temporal, ſhould act in concert to- 
gether to prevent Schiſms, Incroachments, falſe Doctrine, and et. 9 
"vations: And who can ſay that it was not an important Epocha 
uſlier'd in by this Comet; and very agreeable. to the Covenant and 
"Oitk of 'God. ap the-Fyent? 1.7: - 1 

In 1607, Kepler and Lengomont anus, as Mr. Chambers affirms, 
obſerved a Comet like that-ur 1 $34. A little before this Time, 
King James I. wrote a Book. called Bafilicon Doron, now in the Bll 
Bodleian, as an Inſtruction to his moſt noble Son to have his Eye 

upon, or perhaps to cruſh. a vile Sect among the Anabaprifts, called Wl 
; 7h-' F 77 Love; whoſe abominable, erroneous, and ſelf- con- 
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ceited Gehn were maintained by Brown, Peury, Nicholas, &c. 
from whom the Quakers, under Geo, Fox, derived their Hetera- 
, doxies ; their Enſign-Bearer, as may appear from their own Pens 
and Confeſſions, being Lucifer. himſelf, +3 wx 7 
Dr. Hewry Moor foreſaw, how great a Curſe they would prore 
to this Nation, he might have added to Chriſtendom ; for, ſuys Lord 
Baltimore, Proprietor of Maryland, in his printed UT” againſt 
' thoſe of Penſylvania, to the Houſe of Lords, Feb. 23, 1737. 

Whereſoever they extend their Power, the. Eſtabliſhed Religion 
. muſt fly before them. 4% 
The Leaders of The Family of Lowe now preſented a long, 
tedious, and. fawning Addreſs to King James I. to get his favour- 
able Opinion of them, though they had the Face equally to yoke iſ 
the Blaſphemies of H. Nicholas, with the Holy Scriptures, as in- 
fallible alike, as is now to be ſeen in Fuller. i 
This Fire was looked upon inconſiderable, elſe why did the 
Father refer this to his Son, which he ſhould have done himſelf ? um 
Why did he leave ſuch a Neſt of Hornets to attack and fling Poſ- 
terity, c Traduce? AI "A 
lad he lived to the Year 1737, he might have ſeen how fair 
they bid for the Ruin of the Church of Exgland, in the Caſe of 
'Tythes; all Homage to Fe/us Chrift, by a conſcientious Payment 
of them, being deteſtable in their Sight: Had not the Superiority 
of a few Votes in the Houſe of Lords, given God's Church and 
God's Rights the Aſcendant, the Eſtabliſhed Religion would ſoon | 
Probably have been baniſhed England, to give Way to Error. 
And this is what they unweariedly aim at now; no Morſel being 
ſo ſweet in their Mouths as to ſtarve God's Miniſters, and by 3 
breaking down the Banks, to let in the Sea upon them. 1 
3 The 


8 


T = 1] 

The Noni Catholicks, ſays Fuller, now alſo deſpairing, either 
by Flattery to woe, or by Force to wreſf, any free and public 
Exerciſe of their Religion, no leſs than thirteen, viz. R. Catesby, 
Th. Perce, Sir Everard Digby, En. Treſbam, N. Winter, J. Wright, 
Chr, Wright, Ambr. Rookewood, T. Hinter, N. Nys, F. Grant, Th. 
Bates, Cateiby's Man, and Gia Faux, entered into a damnable 
and devitiſh Conſpiracy to blow up the Parliament Houſe with 

even the King, Price Henry, Biſhops, Peers, Judges. 
Knights and Burgefles ; they having taken Care to ſecure the two 
other Heirs of the Crown, Prince Charks and Elizabeth, by 
Pereye's and Cateſby's Means; all which was diſcovered by a Let- 
ter written to the Lord Monteagle, ſignifying ſome terrible Blew 
aubich they aucrr to receiue, without knowing who hurt them, as well 
as by the judicious Interpretation thereof by the King, as intended 
to be effected by Gunar. f 
Fhis notable Deliverance at the Motion of Sir Edward Mar- 
tague, afterwards Baron of Boughton, was honoured by a public 
annual Remembrance; and perhaps God's Blazing Star, his viſible 


[ 5 Sign of Remembrance, or rather of Detection in the Heavens, 


might put that worthy Knight upon making ſo judicious a Mo- 
tion to the Legiſlature.: W WI 
IF God doubtleſs foreſaw the ſudden Death of King Charles IT. 
with the ſhort-Reign of his Brother, and the ſurprizing Revolu- 
son that followed ſoon after; a moſt remarkable Epocha, as well 
to Romaniſis as to Proteſtants, ::detefted indeed: by the one, but 
very much careſſed and eſteemed by the other. N ary 
Who can ſay that God did not give Notice of this, -by as re- 
markable a Comet as ever appeared in the Heavens? Some that 
are now alive that ſaw it, ſay — it almoſt filled as great a Compaſs 
of the Heavens, as an ordinary Rain-Bow takes up, and that for 
the uſual fix Hours together that it appeared, People of all Ranks 
and ities could ſcarce take their Eyes off from it, to apply 
themſelves to any Buſineſs, ſo awful. and wonderful it appeared. 
Note, The Comet in 1472, in Edward the IV th's Reign. had a 
Paralax twenty Times greater than the Sun's ;. and if that of 1616, 
in the eighteenth Year of King James 1. immediately after that 
King's Declaration for Sports on the Lord's Day in Lancaſhire, 
had come down in the beginning of March to its deicending Node, 
it would have been much nearer the Earch, and its Paralax much 
more notable. See Fuller and Chambers. | | 
hut hitherto, ſays my Author, none has threatened the Earth 


bo with a nearer Appulſe than that of 1680, which we are now 


treating of. Dr. Holley found by Calculation, that No. xi. 1. H. 

P. M. it was not above one Semidiameter of the Earth, to the 

Northwards of the Way of the Earth; at which I ime, had the 

Earth been in that Part of its Orbit, the Comet would have had 

a Paralax equal to that of the Moon, what might have been the 

Conſequence of ſo near an Appulſe? A Conta&, or 1 
| 1.5 VE A 


| tf 8 1 ; 
Shock of the celeſtial Bodies: Deluge, Mr. Whiſton /ay:.* See 
Chambers's Cyclop. in Comet. © © 

Note, Mr: hifton; at firſt, ' ſuppoſed, that the Flood was 0 
the Attraction of a Comet; afterwards he believed it verily, as ap- 

by his Book; entitled, The Cauſe of the Deluge rated, 

Note, Mr. Whiftox "aſſerts, that this laſt Comet, viz. of 1680, 
eoveiving in about 575 —_ is no other than that very Comet 
vrhich came by the ine e bee ., 

8 the Conſe — ame; lo that to ſome, ix. 
Sir J/aac Newton, and Dr. Hall the-ſame 2 © been ſeen” four 
Times, vi. forty- four Years before Chrift, in Au Dom. 531 or 1 
$32: Anno Dom. 1100. And that by Conſequence it makes its 
Revolution in about 575 Years... n — an 8 rr 

Principles of Religion. 

Upon the whole ; Was this en God's Oath or Cove- 
nant, or was it not? Since even Cicero, pro Domo Sua, could lay, Hoc 
non widet E xcors, qui quum widet, et noni deſtermt, i x. 

| " Gody by terrible Things in Rig bree ſs, about this Time; cer 
tainly anſwered the Nation's r the good Biſhop of 
Peterborough, Dr. Richard Cumberland's, not to fall a Sacrifice to 
Romiſh Super ſtition; nor could they tell or foreſee, at that Time, 
from what Quarter Deliveranoe could ariſe; inſomuch that that 
excellent Man, meaſuring others Griefs by his own, and willing 
either to prevent, or to find out ſome Remedy for that Idolatry, 
—.— was then ready, as he thought, to overſpread this Nation, 

in good Earneſt to trace it up to its Original. By the 
— of — Hiſtory, which was taken from the Re- 

— laid up at -Berytus, a City of re by Miczraim, the 
Son of rs. and Grandſon of Noah; " .* 

This Senchoniathe..was a profeſſed Idolator, and a Native of 
Berytus, who obſerving how Maſes eſtabliſhed the true Religion, 
by a ſhort Hiſtory from the Creation in the Line of Seth, reſolved, 
ſays Mr. Arthur Bedford, to attempt the eſtabliſhing of his own, | 
by a ſhort Hiſtory from the Creation, in the Line of Cain, he pur- 
poſedly omitting the Flood which deſtroyed all that Race, except 
Naamah, the Daughter of Lamech, who was preſerved in the Ark, 
Gen. iv. 22. 

But herein, ſays Biſhop Cumberland, was ſeen the — 
Providence of God; that the moſt conſiderable Teſtimonies pro- 
duced by Porphyry, againſt our Religion, were of the greateſt 
Strength to refute his own; for he being of too great Learni " 
be ſatisfied with the vain Pretences of the Greeks, made it his 
ſineſs to ſearch after the moſt antient Records, to find ſomething in in 
them to confront Moſes.—Y et when he had made the moſt of his 
Teſtimony, he was fain to yield him younger than Me/es, though 
{ſuppoſed him older than the Trojan Wars; nay, and he goes about 
- rove the Verity of Sanchoniatho's Hiſtory, by its Agreement 

that of Moſes, concerning the Jews, both as to their Names 
— Places; whereby he evidently aſſerts the greater Truth and 
Antiquity of Maſis's Hiſtory, when he proves the Truth of San- 
chaniatho's, 


"Iw? 


« 


10 


* 
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513. | : 
: This we ſee, Out of the Eater came forth Meat, and | 
Strong Saweetneſs, 'Fadg: xiv. 14. while God laughs at their Fro- 
jects, who go about to build their Fortunes or Intereſts on the 
Ruin of the Truth. | NOTES. 
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A Reproof of Church Divi: one of the reign- 


HUT as God is no Reſpecter of Perſons, and Ill with him devells 
none, Pſalm v. 4. ſo it is a Thing worthy to be taken No- 
tice of, that the Im iety of the Men that offered Incenſe, Nazb. 
xvi. 39. did not diſcharge, ſays Mr. Mede, even their very Cen- 
lers of the diſtinguiſhing and diſcriminating Reſpe&. due untg 
As theſe, in ſome Sort, became holy, by being preſented to the 
Lord; this made it unlawſul to employ them to common Uſes. 
Of theſe a Covering was made 107 the Altar, That no Stranger, 
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that he be not as Corah and his Company was ; that is, ſwallowed 
up for their Preſumption; and every one unprejudic'd, will ſay, 
at the Melchezedeczan Prieſthood, as it ſubſiſts among Chriftians, 
and is to laſt to W the World, ought to have full as much 
Honour, Reſpect and Veneration paid it, as the Aaronical, if not 
a great deal more, for its Author and Inſtitutor's Sake, by whom 
alone we can obtain Salvation, © bh | 
If the Prieſthood be trampled on, chat will pave a Way for the 
Crown. to be trampled on; ſuice, like Twins, they muſt needs ſtand 
or fall togeter. by {nh af ain jon 
At Hampton-Caurt Conference, King James I. ſaid, 7 ares 
the Calling and Uſe of Biſhops in the Church ; and it is my Aphoriſm, 
No Biſhop, no King, Again I diſſent from the Judgment of St. Fords 
in his Aſſertion, that Biſhops are not of divine Inflitution. See Ful- 
Ar's Church Hiſtory, who makes this Obſervation. 
It is impoſſible to make a Subordination in their Practices, who 
have an 8 in their Principles; for though ſuch Spheres 
or Orbs, which agree in one Centre, may proportiotiably move, 


equal Diſtance in their Motion; but will ſagg aſide, to grate one 
upon another. This is Mr Fuller's Reflection on a Form of 


vourable 


* 


choriatho·s, by its Conſonancy with that. See Scriſe. Chrau, | 


bar of the 


not of the Seed of Aaron, come near before the Lord to offer Incenſe ; 


one within another, yet ſuch as are exccntrical, can never obſerve 


Diſcipline, hammered out by Non-Conformiſts, through the fa- 
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[oo] 
rourable Interpoſition of the Earl of Leicefler, and the Connivance 
of the State. 1582. Ta As 

juſt 


According to this, that which. leſſens or depreciates the 
Honour and Authority of the Church or Biſhap, ſo far loſſens and 
——_— juſt Henour and Authority of the 

Vice erſa. 


, * Unity; that ſo ye may always have a Fellowſhip with God. 


"PET. 


of lawful Communion with it, he is proud, and hath condemned 
„ himſelf; for it is written, God reſiſteth the Proud. Let us take 
© heed that we do. not ſet ourſelves againſt the Biſhop, that, we 
may be ſubje& unto God.“ See c. v. — 
The Author's Note upon this fifth Chapter, and now ready for 
the Preſs, runs thus; | OT 
The Jews have a known Saying, He that enters into God's' Co- 
venant is gathered under the Wings of the majeflatick Preſence. Set 
Maimon. Tit. Iſari, c. xiii, Again Rab Eleexar ſays, The Pillar 
of a Cloud encompaſſed the Camp of Iſrael; as a Wall environs a 
City; agreeable to the Prophet's teaching, The Lord fall 15 before 
thee, and the Holy One of Iſrael ſhall be thy Reward, Ta. Iviii. 8. 
1 was all this for? viz. that they might all be ſhielded, led 
and fed. | 
Whoſoever revolted to the Enemy, and forſook his proper 
Camp, in the Center of which was the Tent or Tabernacle which 
God hath pitched among Men, or that ſet up a new Prieſthood or 


Government, which God that walked in the midi of them, had 
not 
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not ſetup; * ws ſuch a one not only forfeited all theſe 
Privileges, but the hard Fate likewiſe to be blotted out of the 
Book of Life, which was written by God's own Fingers. | 
Great is that Bread, ſays Chry/o/lom, that fills the Mind or Un- 
derftanding, and the Belly. The ſame that is or Zread is the 
Bread of Angels; that Bread, though it be eaten, has no Boundaries; 
it fills the whole World, and remains whole as it was: We eat it, 
live by it, feed upon it, and are nouriſhed by it, and have our Ex- 
itence from it; and yet are we bid daily to ſeek it, leſt our Faith fail, 
and our Strength flag and fink, that we reach not to our Country. 
'Thexefore, ſaid one, Lord feed us every Day with that Heavenly 
Bread — thou wert willing ſhould become Fleſh, that it might 
dwell in us. See Cbryſoſ. tom. 5. Hom. on the Lord's Prayer, p. 
612. Paris, Lat. Edit, 1688. | | 72 
Note, Further, as Chriſt is the Chriſtians Altar, Hebr. xiii; ſo is 
he the Shew-Bread, or of the Face, daily preſented on that 
Altar, The Cloudy Pillar, out of which God gave his Law to 
Iſrael, was like a hollow Pillar, or concave Body, over their Heads, 
coming down to the Ground on every Side of them, and fo like 
Wings encompaſſing and ſhielding them. On this Faſhion God 
not only ſpake to Moſes. while Miracles were on Foot, but alſo 
to Samuel in the ſettled State of the Jeb Church. See P/aiw 
xcix. 7. For the Lord came and fiood, Gnamad, Hebr. in reference 
to the Standing Pillar in Horeb, Exod. xvi, 6. Thus God ſtand- 
eth among Judges, P/alm Ixxxii. 1. ſigniſies his preſiding over 


1 Sam. xix. 

As then jn Courts of Judicature, where God preſides, nothing 
but adjudged Caſes ought to take Place; no more in the Church 
ſhould any Thing be offered up to God, but what has the Stamp of 


3 þ them, as Samuel ſtood preſiding over the Prophets, in Ramab, 


lawful Authority upon it: The Want of which is as likely now to 


bring Ruin upon the Offerers, as it brought Fire down from the 
concave Pillar upon the 250 Men that offered Incenſe without a 
Warrant. | 

And all this becauſe of God's ſtanding and prefiding in Chri/- 
tian Aſſemblies, as much as among the Fews, wherein Women 
ought to be covered becauſe of the Angels. The Satellites, or At- 
tendants upon God, as his Royal Guard, conſtituting that cloudy 
Pillar, within which is his Station and Prefidence, Sinai being in 
the Holy Place or Sanctuary, as David tells us, P/alm Ixviii. 17. 
See 1 Cor. xi. 10. 1 Sam. iii. 10. Numb. xvi. 35. 

When King Charles I. treated with the Parliament Divines, in 
the Iſle of Wight, Ar. 1648, he inconteſtably proved in Writing, 
that the Apoſtles in their own Perſons by Authority derived from 
Chriſt, exerciſed their Power in theſe three Points, wiz. 1ſt, In 
Ordinations. adly. In giving Rules. zdly, In Church Cenſures. 
And that our Biſhops ſucceeded to the FunQtion of the Perſons 
above-named, as appears by the Hiſtory of the Church, the 
Writings of Ignatius, &c. | | 

Concerning 


Tx1 


\Gedorining which laſt, th ſome out of partial Diſſaffection 

to Biſhops, have 22 — the — Volume of 

them, without re to Ingenuity or Truth; yet ſundry of them 

atteſted by Antiquity cannot ws Ouch Forehead be denyed to be 

| his; b er r of a Biſhop above a Fre. 
8 ö 

Their Anfwer in Writing was: 

They granted that a Succeſſion of Men, to feed and govern 
thoſe Churches by 'Ezclefraftical Writers, in compliance with the 
Language of thoſe Times, were called Biſhops ;- but not diſtinct 
from Preſbyters : 80 that if ſuch a Succeſſion from the primitive 
Times, ſeriatim, were proved, they would either be found more 
than „as Apoſtles or extraordinary Perſons, or leſs, as meer- 

ly firſt Preſbyters; not having the three Ef enfials to | epiſcopal 
Government, inſiſted on by his Majeſty. 

As for Tenatizs, he cannot diinctiy be known in 1 
Epiſtles; ſuch their Inſincerity, adulterate Mixture and Interpo- 
lations, and take him —— -he nnen 
the Church never owned. 

Archbiſhop Uher, Dr. Duppa, Sander ſex; Sheldon, and — 
were of the King's Council in this Synod againſt Caryl, Mar- 
Hal, Vines and Seaman. : \ 

Note, Archbiſhop Uſher, in Viaſlention of the Divine Right of 
. Fp:ſcopacy,' as ſet forth in Igaatiuss Epiſtles, a little before this, 
had collected and compared all the Copies of /pnatias's Epiſtles 
that could be found in theſe Parts, in order to diſtinguiſh the ge- 
nuine from the ſpurious; and to wipe off all Cenſure. that could, 
with any. Appearance of Truth, be faſtened upon them. 

In this Undertaking he ſucceeded to Admiration, and publiſh- 
ed his Work, ſeparating, by red Ink and black, the genuine from 
the ſpurious, or what he apprehended ſuch with a Learned four 
Years before this Conference in the Iſle of Wight, viz. in 1644. 

Two Years after, «iz. in 1646, 1ſaac Yoſfrus publiſhed them 
from a moſt corre& Copy in the Florentine Library; which was a 
ftrong Coroboration of the Archbiſhop's Pains, Judgment and 
Teſtimony ; fince Men at firſt Sight could ſee, where the Inter- 
polator had travelled, and were able to diſtinguiſh the true from 
the falſe Ignatius. 

Indeed, taking him in groſs, that is, with all the Errors ſoiſted 
in by Hereticks and Enemies to an Eſtabliſhed Church ; it is true 
what the Parliament of Divines aſſert; but ſtripp'd or diveſted of 
them, as Uſer and Vaſſius had then ſet. him forth in his true ge- 
nuine Senſe and Light, we find nothing in him but what Chriff 
and his Apoſtles taught and eſtabliſned, even the true Pattern of 
an Epiſcopal Church, by Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, as this of 
ours is or ought to be, i in a juſt Subordination to Chriſt. 

It was needful for the Parliament Divines to ſay ſomething i in 
Counterpoiz to all that Learning, — and Truth that —_— 
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RO | 
zie them though nothing to the Purpoſe; ſetting Sophiſtty 
aſide: Being reſolv'd, now having the Sword in hand, or rather 
the Pope's two Swords, the ſpiritual and the temporal, and the 
King withal at their Will, not to drop that Cauſe which had cot 
them ſo dear; knowing full well that if Ignatius's Religion ftood, 
1 muſt fall of courfe. See Mr. Fuller's Church Hift, Lib. 11. 

As. cr Boy Says | 
Note, The Office of Teaching, his Majeſty allow'd, was common 
to Biſhops arid Preſbyters alike ; but that of Governing, peculiar to 
Biſhops alone. See ibidem. | 

How comes it to paſs, then, that the civil Polity of our Nation, 
ſo much admir'd by Foreigners, ſhould fo eaſily, in Favour of a 
growing Party among us, part with or drop — — of our Church's 
39 Articles, not reſerving ſo much as that one about the Doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity; and in behalf of others, who are not fo rigid, 
= can diſpenſe with three and an half more, vis. Infant Baptiſm, 
e Authority of the Church, That of Biſhops, and The Book of Ho- 
ilies. | | wink 8 1 
One would think Peace cannot be bought at too dear a Rate; 
ut if the Price be no leſs than the Loſs of Souls, it will be too 
* dear. | | | : 
3 Many Texts of Scripture, ſays Dr. Prid-aux in the Life of Ma- 
aner, prove Chriſt's Divinity and Præexiſtence in Heaven, before 
his Aſſumption of our Humanity. — Allow but this, and all Soc7- 
aniſm falls to the Ground. Allow the Scriptures to be divine, 
ad the Outward Man Chriſt Jeſus, who ſuſfer'd at Jeruſalem, to 
ee God, then Deiſn and Qualeriſin fink and tumble at once. Al- 
ow If ant- Baptiſm, the Homilies, the Divine Inſtitution of Biſhops, 
and the Sacredneſs of their Cenſures, Rules and Ordinations, when 
"conſonant to Scripture and the Apoſties Practice, then down falls 
IF the Babel of Irdependency, Auabaptiſin, and all other Sects ſo com- 
mon among us. 
4 Hear but Ignatius in Ch. 7. to the Magnefians, * As the Lord 
did nothing without the Father being united to him, neither by 
= © himſelf, nor yet by his Apoſtles; ſo neither do ye any thing 
F< without your Biſhops and Preſbyters : Neither let any thing ap- 

pear to your own Judgments a bleſſed Action apart, but being 
= come together into one Place, have one common Prayer, one 
common Interceſſion, one Sentiment, one and the ſame Hope, 
in Love and Joy undefiled: There is one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
than whom nothing is better; all of you being united, haſten 
together as unto one Temple of God, as unto one Altar, as 
unto one Jeſus Chriſt, who proceeds from one Father, wio 
exitts in one, and centers in one.“ 
Nete, If Men run counter to this, and for the Sake of a various 
Reading, or a meer Cavil, rebel againſt their Biſhop, break Church- 
Unity, and produce various Practices; let them ſee the Iſſue of 
this in Carab's Puniſhment ; Since Chriſt's Precept, join'd with his 
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Example, muſt have no Denial from ſuch as have a real F ear and 
Dread of his Majeſty. "63 0-469: | 
That Rebel's Puniſhment ſtruck ſuch; an Awe into 1/rae/, that 
there was no Defection from God's Publick Service, from Moſes to 
Feroboam's Time; No, not in Els Days, whoſe Sons behaved ſo 
ill ; and when the Ark was in one Place, and the Tabernacle in an- 
other, abating only Micah's Teraphim, &c. The ſame may alſo 
be ſaid after the Temple was rebuilt, to Chriſt's Time, God's 
Worſhip was maintain'd with the greateſt Uniformity.;z ſo that St: 
Fohn, to his Diſciples Ignatius and Polycarp, could not but recom- 
mend what the whole Nation of the Zews practiſed, and-our Wiſ- 
dom it muſt needs appear to be to follow ſuch a Pattern. | 
Perhaps the Judgment of the Reverend George, late Biſhop of 
Worceſter, may be of ſome Weight; If every Man, ſays he, were 
« left to his Liberty, to do what ſeemeth beſt.in his own Eyes, 
even in the minuteſt Branches of Divine Worſhip ; This, conſi- 
« dering the Pride and Self-Love that is in Human-Nature, which 
makes Men ſo much overvalue their own Judgments and Prac- 
© tices, would ſoon introduce Anarchy and Confuſion :. Far he that 
worſhips God one Way, will either judge or condemn him, that 
« worſhips God another Way: As he that kneeleth at the Sacra- 
© ment will be look'd upon as idolatrous or ſuperſtitious by him 
that kneeleth not; and he that kneeleth not, will- ſeem wilful 
or weak to him that kneeleth. And from this Diverſity grows 
« Diſlike ; from Diſlike, Enmity ; from Enmity, Oppoſition ; 
and from Oppoſition, irt, Separation, and Schiſm in the 
Church; then, Faction, Sedition, and Rebellion in the State; 
which is a Progreſs very natural, and experienced by ourſelves 
in this Realm. For as the Safety of a State depends upon the 
« Safety. of the Church, ſo the Safety of the Church depends upon 
« Unity ; and Unity depends upon Uniformity ; and Unifornity b 
there cannot be, ſo long as there is Diverſity or divers Ways of 
« Worſhip in the ſame Church. See his Letter of Vindication of 
himſelf from Mr. Baxter's Calumny, Lond. 1662. All which Evils, al 
Igratius's Advice of ſubmitting to, the Biſhop effeQually cures. 1 
Note, Soon after the Reſforation, Mr. Baxter being engaged in 
a Diſpute at the Sa, to keep himſelf off from that Part of the 
Argument which preſſed the hardeſt upon him for his Submiſſion, 
anſwer' d, That the Command of a moſt lawful Act was ſinful, if 
that Act commanded, might prove to any one a Sin per Accident. 
The Biſhop reply'd ; That this Aſſertion was not only falſe, 
but deſtructive of all Authority, human and divine; as not only 
« denying all Power to the Church of making Canons; but alſo, 
« as it takes away all Power from the King and Parliament, and 
even from God himſelf; becauſe there can be no Act ſo good | 
of itſelf, but may prove by Accident a Sin: And if fo, then 
every Command muſt be a Sin: And if to command be a Sin, 
then certainly God can command nothing; becauſe God can-- 
© not fin: And by the ſame. Reaſon, Kings, Parliaments, and 
: ; Churches 1 


g ſuch Foreſight? Which, excepting God's For 
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Churches ought not to command any thing, becauſe they ought 

n par 
NV. B. One of Mr. Baxter's Sins, per Accident, is this: 
It is not unlewful to out a Navy te Sea; but if it were 
foreſeen they would fall into the Enemies Hands, or periſh by Acci> 
«dent, it were a Sin to ſend, them. Again, It is not unlawful to ſell 
Poiſon, give a Knife, or light a Candle; but if, c. But What is 
this to obeying a lawful Power, in lawful Things, without any 
ons only 
Madmen and Traytors have; but he will not kneel at God's 
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; i Board, nor obey the Biſhop, leſt he. be perjur'd and break his 


ſolema League and Covenant; but as his, Obligations to God 


1 Voere prior, better, and ſtronger, ſhall theſe, through the Preva- 


lence of the Times, and of a deluded or elated Heart, give way 
to the crafty Devices of Sinners, the ſworn Enemies to epiſcopal, 
which is the trueſt Goſpel - Unity. | | ". 

Note, Mr. Hammon L'Eftrange informs us of an excellent 
Rubrick, anciently called, A Proteſtation, touching the Geſture of 


ay fneeling, now in Edward the VIth's ſecond Book of Common- 


Prayer, but unhappily omitted in Queen E/zabeth's Liturgy, and 
in all Books ever ſince, which runs thus: 

© Whereas it is ordained in the Book of Common Prayer, in the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, that the Communicants 
Kkneeling, ſhould receive the ſame; which Thing being well meant 
for a Signification of the humble and grateful.acknowledging of 
the Benefits of Chriſt, given unto the worthy Receiver, and to 
avoid the Profanation and Diſorder which, about the Holy Com- 
munion might elſe enſue; left yet the ſame kneeling might be 


= thought or taken otherwiſe, we do declare that it is not meant 


thereby, that any Adoration is done or ought to be done, either 
unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine, there bodily received; or 
unto any real and eflential Preſence there being, of Chriſt's natu- 
ral Fleſh and Blood; for as concerning the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine, they remain ſtill in their very natural Subſtances, and there- 
fore may nat be adored, for that were Idolatry to be abhorred of 
all faithful Chriſtians. And as concerning the natural Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, they are in Heaven and not here; 
for it is againſt the Truth of Chriſt's natural Body to be in more 


Places than one.“ See p. 208. 


I wiſh this were inſerted in all the ſubſequent Editions of the 


Common- Prayer. Ea 
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in Proyer in public Churches and Chapels, & 
' Jecond national Sin, not only as it opens a Gap 
«ito Prophaneneſs, but is an borrible Inlet to 
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HE Learned Mr. Jchn Thayn, Rector of Mucb-Faſton, near 
1 Dunmoew in Ex, who by a conſtant and daily Uſe of 
Morning and Evenivy Prayer, and of the Euchariſ, duly admi- 
niſtred every Lord's- Day, as well as every Saint's-Day throughout 
the Year ; made his Pariſh inipregnable againſt the Attempts and 
Deluſions of Separatiſts. In his Letter to the Author, dated 
Jan. 22,1717. he takes Notice, That the Danger and Hazard 4 4 
owr Flocks, is more owing. to our own Negligence and careleſs Diſ- i 
charge of our Duty, than to am juſt Cauſe or Exception in our 
* Church's Conſtitution. + | | r e 8 
\ I deſpair to ſee the Church of England to flouriſh, or even to 
be in Safety, till that primitive Rubrick be obſerved: All Prieffs - i 
and Deacons are to ſay daily, the Meoriting and Evening Prayer, 
either ' wately in their own Houſes, or large Halls, ſuppeſing the 
Church be far off ; or openly, and fhall cauſe a Bell to be tolled before 
he begin, that the People may come to hear God's Word, and th pray 
with hin. | N N 
It is a Matter of juſt Aſtoniſhment, that the fifteenth Canon 
intitled the Litany to be read on Wedneſdays and Fridays, ſhould 
joſtle out this Rubrick of King Edward VI. which was made 
fifty four Years before, and had Leſſons adapted to every Day, 
eſpecially when Catechizing was a Part of the Evening Office, on 
Sundays and-Holy-Days. - _ + er, | 
It is true Judas bargained to betray Chrift on a Weaneſty, and 
Chrift on a Friday was crucified ; but is not this crucifying and be. 
traying him afreſh, to deny him his due Honour on the other 
Days of the Week? I am ſure it has already laid our Biſhop's 
Mitres as low as the Duſt, and who can ſay that the ſame Cauſes 
will not produce the ſame Effects again? 
Archbiſhop, Uher, de Symbolir, quotes the eighteenth Canon 
of the Councel of Laodicca, which appoints, That the ſame Service 
of Prayers ought to be uſed beth at the ninth Hour, and at Evening, 
dee alſo Caranza, Archbiſhop of Toledo's Summa Omn; Confil. 
be 4 | 3 8 He 
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c tal Glory, 


* 


alſo a Taſte of their Candle-Light Hymns; 5 Blef- 
, thou chearful Brightneſs of the hoty immor- 
the heavenly and holy Father. When the Sun 
« is ſet, no ſooner do, we behol& the Eviding Ligbt to ſhine, than 
« we glorify the hs Son, and _ = — of — 
« Giyer of Life; thou art worthy, at imes, to be praiſed with 
c 7050 Voices, therefore the whole Wörker doch glorify n 
his is that Euchariſtical Hymn, Wkereof St. Pil writes Ad 
ng bilechinm, thus; Qur Fathers thaught meet hot filently to paſs 
by the Benefit of this Evening Light; but as ſoon as it appeareth, 
preſently they give Thanks, faying, Gry i the Pathey, wid to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, See the Quotation in Hamon. Leftr. 
Alliance of Dicoitie Offices, p. 99. Wk J 
It is better for the Sun not to ſhine; than God's true Worſhip, 
the brighter Sun of the two, not to be maintained: When there- 
fore that glorious elementary Planet ſo truly and exactly meaſures 
out the Hourss that'worldly Men may know when to begin. and 
end their Work; it is no leſs a Sin than a Shame, that the Au- 
thor of ſo I or have his ſtated tHoars of 
Prayer and Praiſe; and that his ſpiritual Labourers ſhould drop, 
forget, or deſpiſe thoſe ſolemn Offices, to which they were ap- 


le gives us 


The Morning and Evening Lamb among the Zews, was not un- 
attended with 1ts Men: - Offering and Drink-Ofering, parallel to our 
Bread and Wine, as well as its appropriate Frantinſcence; or | 
Sacrifice of Praiſe ; and that at thoſe very Hours when -Chrif 
began and ended his Sufferings the Croſs; with this ſymbo- 
hzed their 8 e Sertice all the Kingdom over; and doubt - 
leſs no Sight could be ſq agreeable, as to behold a whole Nation 
at once offering up their Prayers and Praiſes at the Tim? of lacemc. 

Parallel to this, if not at the ſame Time, which is beſt, yet at 
fome time in each Day, ought our Eng/; Worſhip to. be preſent- 
ed unto God, if ever we hope to waſh away the Filth of the 
Daughter of Zion, with alt her Ignorance and Contempt of God, 
her Saviour; and to E abe, without reach of the Enemy's 
poiſonous Darts, or gain any Conqueſts over them; without which 
alſo we do an inexpreſſible Injury to God when we rob him of 
his Honour; to our People, when we pinch them of their rent per, 
their daily and allowed Comforts, as well as to the King, Prince, 
and State, when Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and givi 
fo * according to the fifth Commandment, be not — 

Or em. ' * 5 58 „ 
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CHAP. VII. 


2 Reproof of Nieg ardlineſs, W Bene- 
fits of 8 and Liberality to the 
vir rue Poor, as mee by an Angel to St. 
Hermas, in his e Similitude. 


2 Vize andihe bans Tim; God's Angel in "YE 

5 mas ſets forth as a Pattern to the Servants of God of Open- 

heartednefs ; and how they may, in the beſt Manner, be ſervicea- 

ble to cach other; wherein he provesthat the later of theſe 
more to a good Vintage than the former. 

Tbe rich Man, ſays he, has Wealth, howbeit towards the Lord 
He is poor ; for he is taken up about his Riches, and prays but little 
F the B which Swe ö 

orce. it 

When therefore the rich Man — out to the poor thoſe 

which he wants, the poor Man prays unto the Lord for 
the rich, and God grants unto the rich Man all good Things, be- 
cauſe the poor Man is rich in Prayer, and bi Requeſts have — 
Power with the Lord. 

As ſoon then as the rich. Man perceives that the Lord hears the 
poor Man's Prayers, and that great Profit redounds to himſelf 
therefrom, he the more chearfi — to his Wants; and 
the other gives Thanks unto the Lord for the rich, becauſe he 
does this Work unto him from the Lord. 

Tho? it be well known that the Elm bears not any Fruit, yet 
its Company being added to the Vine, the Vine bears a double 
Increaſe, both for itſelf and for the Elm: Even ſo the Poor praying 
unto the Lord for the Rich is heard by him; and the Riches of 
the other are increafed, becauſe diſpenſed chearfully : They are 
therefore both Partakers of each other's good: Works. Whoſo- 
ever therefore ſhall do theſe Things, ſaid the Angel to Hermas, 
he ſhall not be forſaken of the Lord, but ſhall be written in the 
Book of Life. See The Shepherd of St. Hermas, in Three Books, 
his Viſions or Revelations, his Commands and Similitudes. This 
being the Second of his Similitudes ; among the genuine Writ- 
tings of the Primitive and Apoſtolical Fathers, St. Ignatius, St. 
Polycarp, St. Hermas and St. Clement, with Notes moral, critical, 
and hiſtorical, from the greateſt Authors, eſpecially Archbiſhop 
Uſer, Veſfius, Biſho Fell, &c. 

St. Chry/oftom oble erves, As in Winter there is no — 
d the Green and Dry Trees, but they are only 


\ 3 | 
3. Sx 
Spring 3 ſo ſhall every one according to his Faith an 
— made known: The Wicked bearing neither Leaves 
nor Fruit ſhall be ſet apart; but the Juſt being cloathed both 
— —  —— — 
4 Imper fectum upon Matth. xxv. 32. 5 
* ar may correct the Want of Charity and good 
Fruits, which are become in a manner National Sins. 
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CHAP. VIII 


Fhe Fourth National Sin, inclgſing Pariſhes, Com- 
mons, and Commonable Places, the Sacrilege at- 
tending it, with other hike Alienations, and the 
horrid Conſequence thereof. 


NCLOSING of Pariſhes for the private Advantage of a few 

ſelf-ended, covetous Perſons, but to the great Loſs and De- 
triment of the Publick, is now become a National Sin ; becauſe 
the Three Eſtates of the Kingdom, inſtead of curbing and reſtrain- 
ing Covetouſneſs, and private Property, when it thwarts the Pub- 
lick, have been known in many Caſes to countenance and give 
Sanction to it. | | 

This is not only againſt God's Law, but Magna Charta alſo ; 
as a Maſter in Chancery once fairly own'd :. For, ſays one to him, 
If I am fully reſolv'd not to part with my Paternal Inheritance, 
« and wicked Men, or a Majority of ſuch in a Town,. who are 
for encloſing, get an Act of Parliament to enable them to en- 
© cloſe ; and not only force me out of my own, but drive me by 
« force to accept of ſome barren Out-ſkirt of the Field, even the 
« very worſt Part of it ; in lieu of what I inherited from my An- 
© ceſtors, immemorially : How is Magna Charta, or the Right of 
an Engliſhman, maintain'd according to it! 

To prevent theſe evil Practices among his own People, God, 
by a perpetual moral Law, commanded thus, Six Tears thou Salt 
fow thy Land, but in the Seventh thou Halt let it refl : Thou ſhalt 
neither ſow nor prune, that the Poor may eat. See Exod. xxiii. 
10, 11. Lev. xxv. 3, 7. That the Seventh Year was to be Meat 
in common for all. 

In Compliance with this Law, our wiſe Anceſtors laid every 
Parochial Field in common, . dividing it into either three or fix 
equal Parts: If into three, then two Thirds ſhould be every Year 
plow'd and ſow'd, and the other Third lie fallow or in common: 
And in Proportion to the other, four Parts were to be plow'd, and 
two Other lie fallow or in common ; by which they thought they 
at once ſatisfied God's Law, the Poor's Needs, and their own 


Conveniency, 


0 


. 3 "he Glory of 
ing eres; for the Glo 
God, the Comfort of his Miniſter; Who cannot but rejoice 4 ſee 
Aus Church full; the Maintenance of good Neighbourhood, as 
well in a ſpiritual as a temporal Senſe ; che Preſervation” of rival 
| Modeſty and Innocence, which is no little Step to the heavenly 
the Maintenance of Arts manual, and Manufactures, 
ud what So/omon calls the Honour of a Prince, a great Multitude 
of People training up their Families for all the Exigences of the 
State, and the numberleſs Occaſions of More which in the Want 


rde to be fill, cn or Sedge, aud grow 


Did the King well weigh and — What himſelf, beſides 

God the Puplick, loſt, a le of maintainin 
ve ond the F — oe 2. e Largeneſs of itt en ep 

marſs in Northamptonſhire, yet through the Sin and Avarice of 
ſuch as eat and drink of the firſt Incloſers Sin, cannot ſhew abeve 
a Score of them; or thereabouts :) Did he, I ſay, fully weigh this, 
be would = let his Capital . crowded, while the Country 
wants People ; nor any more give dis Royal Aſſent to enclole 
any more — But rather contribute to the opening them 
that are encloſed ; ſaying and owning with King Carles the Iſt, 
That he had the beſt Property of any one in the Kingdom ; and 
conſequently ought to be the moſt concerned for its Welfare. 

Commons and Commonable Places, where the Land is goods 
will be found to be the Strength of the Kingdom ; as being the 
Bread and Inheritance of — poor Subjedt: Without which, Ne 
muſt be forced to ſeek new Settlements and Plantations elſewhere ; * 
or ſtarve, or be brought under Vaſſalage, and contract a Meanneſs 
of Spirit, like that of the preſent Greeks in Turtey; who inſtead of 
thoſe excellent Endowments and Stoutneſs of Heart that ſhone 
in their Predeceſſors. through the Preſſure of the Oztoman Y oke, 
are ſunk and degenerated into the moſt Puſillanimous of Crea- 
tures; whereas let the Poor have a Right of Common, which no 
Man can take from them. This makes them Gentlemen as it 
were, or Perſons of an haughty Courage, able to come with any 
Enemy that dares face them in the Field of Battle, and to act like 
Heroes when they take up Arms in Defence of their native Coun- 
try; nothing being ſo dear to Exgli/omen, as Liberty and Property; 
or indeed, 70 uſeful, as being the greateſt imaginable Incentive to 
Induſtry, and training up of Children in commendable Arts; all 
which will be loſt by incloſing Commons under Pretence that they 
be waſte Grounds, or for ſecuring a Supply of Timber; which yet 
will not be the Nation's, but the covetous Incloſer's private Pro- 
perty ; nor indeed does any one aim at inclofing but only to en- 
rich himſelf by a ſacrilegious robbing of God and Man, and for 
the exerciſing of a tyrannical Power, ſuch as railing of Rents, 
turning 
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turning of Roads, and aggrandizing themſelves; at the Bepebce 
uf the Public, ; their ON with their * 
Weapons. ws 2 

[This alſo 11d e the Barth made Wenke 
their Enjoymen ? Is it nat the Lord's and the Fuldeſs thereof? 


and ſhall T3. or Proprietgrs thereof, put it to what Uſe 
they think fit, exclufive of Gad, and his Rights; and wiſe Purpoſes? 
and all this — er the Protection of ſome diminutive and 
ſinful Modus, . — ard to God's Gloty, the publick Good, 
as well of the Church and State, and che filling both chen and 
Heaven itſelf with Inhabitants. 

Moſes denounceth a Curſe againſt ſuch as remove their-Neigh- 
bour's Land-Mark, — of which every Believer is to reeog · 
nize and confirm by his SN, and ſaying Amen to it: This 
ws that encloſing is a Sin of the firſt Magnitude, execrable 
God and Man, fine&the old Land- Marks muſt be removed or 

plucked up, to make Way for it. This is twice forbidden or — — 

2 by Moſes, viz. Deut. xix 14, and xxvii. 17. 
n= caning whereof is thus explained and inch#preted by Yared 
c. v. and tranſlated. by Biſhop Coverdale. 

Wo bu te you that join ane Houſe to another, and being one Lev 6 
nigh to another, that there is no more Place : Will ye be placed alone 
in the ma of the Earth? 

The. Lord of Hofts . thus in mine Ear; the Magin of the 


Church-Bible has it, H it in the Ear of the Lord of Hoſts, of a 
Truth great and fair Houſes Hall be without any Deweller in them, 
and ten Acres of Vines hall yield a Quart, and thirty Buſpcli of 
Seed foal! yield but am Ephab or Peck. 

It cannot nceived why this Sin ſhould always be in the 
Ear of the Lord of Hoſt, more than any other, except it be to 
ring Peals of Vengeance hourly againſt the Perpetrators thereof, 
and not to let him reſt until he has avenged ſuch a per of his 
Covenant; 

As Iſaiah did nd} pretend to be > Legiſlator, but only an Ex- 
poſttor'gf God's Law, I may challenge all the Learned of the 
World, to point out any Law of Moſes, to Which theſe, Word; 
have a more direct Reference, than to theſe two Verſes in the 
hfth Chapter ? 

Nor can the genuine of grammatical Senſe of them be Adorted 
or perverted, if fair Play be allowed them; from expreſſing God's 
true Senſe and Meaning, v. that incloſing of Pariſhes neceſſa 
rily introduceth, iſt, the Curſe of Depopulation ; and 2dly, the 
Curſe of Barrennefs. Bi 

The laſt indeed is natur ly, and ,muſt needs follow, when 
many Hundred Pair of Hands are removed from them, which 
uld have cultivated and manured them, every Acre of plowed 
Ground having twice in three Years aluaſly twenty Loads of Dung 
Jaid who it, 


| 2 x F * * Pat 
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ns Former of" theſe is, judicial and , all ſucceeding 
Ages 'being engaged in the lane Sin, though not as Principals, 
yet as Acceſſories, not as original ſacrilegio us In „but as ſa- 
crilegious Receivers, eating and drinkin ng of God's ſacred Ri hts 


and 'the Poor's — Good, to he 455 
a the Provbcation of his juſt Anger; it I able: to 
be parted with or repented of, with the Deteſtation of all good 
Men on that Account. 
Note, Tuo Sorts of Sacriledge ſeem hefe to be committed, the 
Humane and the Divine. | 
If the Earth be the Lord'y, chen the Ri hts of Common are 
his; though given or lent by! him to the public Service, not to be 
ſold or parted with, but to be the Poor's Freehold, to deſcend to 


them and their Children or Succeſſors for ever, one Year's Enjoy- ' 
Pn ſeven of any * Incloſure, in common . 
the Gentleman himſelf, being but 8 to chis, as o 
Fields now ſtand divided 2 us. 

The Poor, as appears by Deut. xxvi. 12. have anoth 
feazable Right intailed upon them by God, vix. the tenth Part 
our Subſtance every third Year, or the thirtieth Part every 
Year; nor is any Thing immediately belonging to God himſelf 
more ſacred. 

Theſe the Incloſer takes Poſſeſſion of, as ſoon as the Hedges are 
compleat; yea, ſeldom or never is Conſent of the Poor ſo 
much as asked, when they are made to part with the firſt. As to 
the ſecond, the Law obliges them, by Taxes and Levies, while the 
Poor ſubfiſt among them, to do ſomething this Way : But when, 
as the Cuſtom is, their Houſes are pulled down, or fall of them- 
ſelves, for Want of Repairs, and the Pariſh is 1 of them, 
then this Right ſinks with them. 

Though the Conſent of the Biſhop, who is deputed by God to 
look after his Rights, be formally asked, to make a Surrender or 
an Exchange of Rights; I would adviſe the Biſhop to keep his 
Hands off, and not to have any thing to therewith; for the 
Right of Tythes i is already ſecured, and ſo will continue, if the 
Biſhop does not alienate. | 

The tenth Fart is due to God every Vear, for the Maintenance 
of his Worſhip, and is payable to his Receiver that officiates; the 
Parſon being as much bound to pay the tenth of ils tenth to pi- 
ous Uſes, as the Farmer is to pay'the tenth of his Com to him. 
Sec Numb. xvii. 26. 

Nor does God allow of an Exchange of ——_ either in Kind 
or in Property; ſuch as of a better far a worſe, or a — 2 
better, Lev. xxvii. 10. a leſs oportion for a — 
greater for a leſs: He will be paid in his on juſt Coin — 
nor does he allow of Modus, — en, Sums, or Stipends, in 
of Tythes, which are known to vary according to the Value of 

Money 3 not permitting any of his Sights to be turned into Mo- 
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ney, Det. xiv. 28. except in Caſe of too great a Diſtance from 
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the Place of Worſhip, for the preſent on only 


The ſame muſt be obſerved of Deodands, which ma not be al- 
tered, purleined or diminiſh'd without Sacriledge, ; oncerning 
which, Sir Henry Spelman has treated copiouſly in his Hiftory of. 
Sacriledge, as alſo of the ft Fruits of our an ad. it being a 
Principle of natural Religion, to make this early Acknowledgment 
to God for his Goodneſs; and they, ſays Biſhop Patrick, who of-. 
fired mo firſt Fruits, were looked upon as Atheifls; for which he 
cites Porphyry, lib iii. ſect. 78, concerning Fir Fruits, as alſo 
Ari flotli, lib. viii. ad Nichom. who ſays, the antient Sacrifices and 
Aſſemblies were after the carrying in of Harveſt, when they of- 
fered the Firf- Fruits; and Pliny, in lib xvii. c. ii. tells us, Ne. 
geftabgnt uit m novas Fruges, aut Vina, antequam Sacerdates Prix, 


attias libaſſent. 0 
to God, by Incloſures in all theſe Caſes; 


A Violenceis 
the whole being, as itwerezone general Alienation, and a burying 
in Oblivion, not only the Piety of the preſent Age, as to Reli- 
gion, Hoſpitality and Learning; but alſo all that our Anceſtors 
have done before us relating to the Soul, the Belly, and the Un- 
derſtanding, to make room for Beaſts and their Paſtors and Herds- 
men to enjoy all. X 3 

Money is now ſunk in value, to one fourth Part of the Worth 
it bore in Queen Elixabeth's Reign, concerning whoſe different 
Eſtimates, conſult Biſhop Flectavood on this Head: I have known a 
Guinea worth twenty-one Shillings one Day, and- thirty Shillings 
the next, and ſoon after reduced again; and yet into this, where are 
God's Holy Rights now a Days funk, to the juſt Ottence of God, 
and the Shame and Loſs of ſuch, as he has given them to. 

+ The Pariſh of Mo/cly in Northamptonſbire is now ſunk or quite 
ſwallowed- up without an Houſe, or the leaſt Shadow of Religion 
in it, with many others: Gl/endon cum Barefoot had formerly a ſet- 
tled Miniſter, and Gðd's Service duly performed in the Church 
there; but now the Church is down and but three Houſes ſeen, 
the Poor are thruſt out; nor are there any Poor's Rates, though 
the two next Pariſhes being ſmall Market-T'owns, pay three or 
four Shillings in the Pound, Rent, for the Support of chair Poor. 
Here arg no Rights of Common claimed, becauſe there are no 
Poor to claim them: No Tythes are paid, only a Stipend of 


ten Pounds a Year, nor has God any Religious Worſhip paid to 


him, but only once a Month, in one of the worſt Rooms of the 
Patron's Houſe, which goes by the Name of a Chapel; nor is 
there any Place of Reſidence for the Parſon, in caſe he were to 
live among them, che old Farſonage Houſe having been converted 


d a Cowhouſe, while the old Church- yard is many Times 
Town, and bears rich Crops of Corn; the dead Bodies of God's 


Saints being made with Prophanation, enough the Dung thereof. 
Oh the Reformation and Improvement which incloſed Paiihes 
arrive at, in about 150 Years Space, to the utter aboliſhing of 
| 2 every 


ons ald Here; while mch Pa- 
it t6 de incloſed, not only main - 


u their Own Poor 20 * odd Eſtate of the K ingdom, but the 
A 418 Dane 10 rt over. burdened; the Poor al- 
Ways ſtri My 17 ae where they 12 be ſure of 
ct > Win W Spelman quotes 2 Merkiſh Writer, 
Cee , Thi Is SH ing of the facrilegious Infractions of 
God's 205 the korrid Conſequences thereof, * 


E as male gaxdetia, quia tandem ſuſeipietis, $3. 
e N uitiæ fruttum, tenebrqs, incendia Luctum, | 'S 
Wan pius Indultor, 22 tamen Des: Uber, 

| We ſur ſunt munit,, que ſunt boſtilia punit. 4 | 
Tis Enylifhed by Sir Henry, in His Na Horny of cn, | 

-Dear bought, for thou, muſt one Day's 10 

The Price of this, Hell, ,Darkpeſs, and 4 

God's Threats arg ſure, though — be among them, 

He guards his Rights, but pays them Home that wropg them. 


"Phe Public ou ee to have the Hiſtory of the horrid Deaths of 


N e Nb gg. is 


riſhes as have the g 


the Kage va to ee from this Sinn * 
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Senfuali ty, what it is, and 13 oppoſite to the 

true Toy recommended by Solomon Hermas's 

» Repruf of it, in his Paſior, and tis Methods 

/ Cure; the. irange Example of Poletno, with 

VI Crnrverfion by hearing Xefiogrates's and Py- 

_. thagoras's Jirange # 40 . 
at Crotona. a * 


ENSUA LI „K certain 10 TY Pleaſute of 
& Various Ki And called by vi an enjoying. of the emſelvcs, 
| through a certain Air of Liberty and F reedom, peculiar to 0 Engli/on'] 
men, may be called a National Sin. 

L would not here be thought to oppoſ c what Solamom calls 4 
gerd and cemely Thing, to cat and to drink, and to enjoy the Gcod of all 
our Lat our, ſme it is car Portion; yea, and the Gift of Gel to re- 
joice therein, eſpecially when C - An us in the Toy of curl 
Hearts. See Eccleſ. v. 18. 19 

The original Word, d G. here uſed, may be tranſlated, 
Canes, Singing; as if God himſelf did ſing in the Heart of ſuch 
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Plac 7 ent be ee. Felicitan does 
witrleſs 5 er <eb y to his Happi K. 25 alſo 


. < Re 
'.'* holy Defixes; [having put on a good Deſire, thou ſhalt hate 


9 
| * 45 T * 
* and 9 6 him, to Jt 5-1 


arid joyful. See the Uſe of t 7 n the 
ard jy anſwered one a W Dots bs of WT: at 
the Age of twenty 7 + * 400 „ s Sohg, 
Bod. x 

For any — 5 — God, ft” the 
Highwa 75 and & will eome to iritua Fealty and.o 
ples — 4 that bo. may 5 it: God, reftane - ugon i ch 


the Wotd. +, 


ean by S enſuality. The twelfth Command, 
el 2 2rmas concerning the great Difference * 


ith bring Foy, and bells ib Lftings whith 
En my Meaning 1 
evil Deſires, yy put on all and 


gives gas 8 Nificatio 
This is not what 
which the 
A, 4 hearv 
bring Death, 7 15 
e from 12 


« that whiell is evil, and bridle it as thou wilt; but an evil Deſire 
« is dreadful and hard to be appeaſed: It is very horrible and wild, 

and bij its Wildneſs and Fiereeneſs conſumes Men: When therefore 
«the Servangief the Lord ſhall chance to fall into it, except he 


0 j He be rained by it, for he deftroys thoſe that 


have en 


E 
the Adams of this preſent World, and dellvers them unto 


Death. 


A 4 


ment of a good Deſire; and engages them in 


* 


\ 2 


In the eighth ee he tells them yew, wha they muſt abſtain * 


from, VIE, 2 Drunkenneſs, wi Riots, Exceſs of Eat - 
ing, 8 oneſty, Pride, Denials of the Truth, Lying. 
* 1 pocriſy, remembring Injuries, and from evil Re- 
ports; pate to theſe, he puts Faith, Fear of God, Charity, 


Concord, RBiety, Equi Trath, Patience Chaſtity 
St. Chr\fe oftom, in pounding thy — the Marriage 


| * on al; XX11. — Chat is the May that lcageth 
unth pris; ; ich 5 2 — Faith and Righteon/mes : 
cannot, lays h wh Wwe — Temple 4 God, and 
M be irit of 17 — — if any Man 
defile or late God's D rel | del Wade Abibi 
red ſtrange Rire, then — by Fire from 
leaven, ſo muſt fu * — "Pumiſhm Hut in caſe 
Roe Place be kept as a bodily "Tings, had l 
A come 


IF in great Sanctity, Chri/t ſaying of ſuch, Ve 
unto and make our Abode wwith him, Fol, 2 3. Then 
that | Tri. Une Counſel ſhall fit to'deviſe a ſüitable Reward, 
acciMling to the State of 2 great a King, Then will the Holy- 


Ghoſt earneſtly plead for ſugh a Servant, and aſſign him a Share 
of the Inheritance with Son. See our Notes on Hermas's 


fifth Similitude, | 
Again, ſays the Angel in his ewelfth Conmand : * Tt is an evil 


# Deſire to covet neh Dainties, and a Multitud: of ſuperfluous 


Meats, 
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11 ; Meats, | enneſs 4 abety of ſenſual Delights; 

1 4 6 7 * Dei y, and many Pleaſures are 
| eſs to the 20 of 2 

a? * 4 uch L il which brings, Death to 

i 4% « the, Sernant$ for all 7 is from the 

* | 6 Devil : Whole jcrefore ſhall, part from all evil Deſires, 
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D hed — put on che Deſire n ; and 
Ul, being, atm'd with the Fear of the Bord, all wicked on- 
cupiſcence; for i ar yelled in good Dgfires : And when Sen- 
ſuality mall ſee; thee armed irh the Feat f the Lord, and re- 
ſiſting it, it will fice far from thce, a wn fore thee. 

But be Haid of thy Armour, and t have che Vici 
« ang, be crown'd for-it ; and ſhalt at to that Deſire that 1 * 
« 800d, andahalt give the Victory #hou haſt obtained God; 
and ſhalt ſerve him in doing what thou th woulalt do: For 
it thou ſhalt be ſubject unto good Deſires, and 1 


— 


* 
* 
e 


5 
j 
w; 


ſhalt get the Dominion over the * which wall be ſubject to 
« thee as thou wilt,” bg; 
Let the Mafter of : the Revebs, or „5 of . Giples, when 


Pwell as 


they apply themſelves to their ſenſual e | 
Gameſters, Frequenters of Plays and Operas, „ and all 
Lovers of 10 rbidden Pleaſures whatiogve tlocver, confi LOS excellent N 
Comment on God's Tenth Command ; and who knows but it 
may ſet on foot that War and Enmity, which ſhould have been 
begun and maintain'd. between Satan and theif Cari, >< accord- 
ing to St. James s Advice in ch. iv. | 
Even as St. Augfline's:Converſion was owing to «Oiſcourle, 
which he accidentally heard on Romans xiii. | 3, in his younger al 
Years, Let us walk honefily as in the Day, not in Rioting and Drun- 
henneſs, not in . g andiWantonneſs, unt in Strife" and 2 
ing ; but 77 5 ye on the Lord Jeſus 2 and no Promi yon f 
Flos, to fulfil the Ly fs there 


See Aug. Cfel. Lib. 
But moſt famous is thie Story Role, eee A 
Ruffian, Perdite, Luxurice dole ſcens, as Valerius * 


him; which is mentioned A hors 

This Man, on a Ti haVing f ed bis An 

juſt as Aenocrates in a ning began his moral Lectures in 
Schools, and having Occaſion to paſs that Way, ſtruck, into he 

Schools with a Deſign rather to ent than to be _— by 

grave Philoſopher. Fa 

He ſeeing Polemo come in ſuch a Gab, 1 —— 
may be ſuppoſed to be, in a prodigious Equipage and Dreſs of 
— crown'd with | - <a Oc. with criſping Pins * 
N * 


. AT TD — — 
St. Aug. Jom. 7. Lib. 1. contra Julian. cap. 7. et Epiſt. 130. 
Jau. Max, Lib. 5. c. 9. Hor. S:rm. Lib, 2. Sat. 3, 
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kept * Hair in Curl, and all that Fondneſs and 
"Axire i could ſet off a rich, Rake h 


Mours. 
2. Xenecrates) bag his e the utmoſt 
M1 s of Gravity, r ot! EE Difeourſe the Topick 
er 


5 


5 — ogg © to th ; Which he 75 & % 
oe much 8 eſs, that at firſt 1 
one awaked qnt of a Trance; i n to l 1. to the — er * 
with a grave Md ſober Concern; next | 
70 — laid it from him; after © Yo 
in unde: his and 2 exp 4 up what * 
ning's 15 k upon him ; e went oor af 
quite another Man, and cha! — en t ee — 0. c 
Polemo 3 and became onitant a Student — P cient in 9 7 


Morality, that he wor + luis taſter Altocrates | in his chool; 


K er. # F | | 
wi Mutatus Ta _S panene inſignia 31 a> | $7 

Faſciolas, ubital, ocalia'; Pot wt ille * | 

® Dicitur, ex coll, furtim carpſiſſe coronas, 

e ft Impranſi corrgptus voce Magi/ſtri. * 

Horace s D ipfion, Sertn. Lib. 2, Sat. 2. 


Noflh Polemo did on to alter his Courſe at the Philscepher, 
Exhortation ; faggbad he contigued in his falſe Delights and Ple - 
ſares, he matt e end {ev n more Pain, —. . 
oun d to & 


Puniſhment, than all th 
i terminated in its owt. * 


Even as an Hour of Plea 
© Space, but one Hour of Puniſhment has He © Senſe or Feeling of 
* thirty Days: W hoſoever therefore ſay Angel to Hermas, 
enjoys his faiſe Pleaſure but one Day, and is one — * t b- 
ed, that one Day of Puni t is SI: a whole ear 
C e; and look how many Days any one his Pleaſures, 
0 3 Vears is he tormented for it. r N 
© You ſee then that the Time of worldly Enjoyment is * 
* ſhort, but that of Pain and Torments much longer. 
This he further monſtrates / ſay ying, „ 
* He that gives elf A one Day to his Pleaſures and De- * 
« lights is full. of great ＋ underſtands what Ne doth; 
* the Day following he fo h& did the Day * 2 4 
© $weetneſs and worldly Debebes have 0 Memory, by ment 


* Folly that is rooted in them. But when Pain and Tormenty, hefal 
a Man a Day, he is, in effect, troubled the whole Vear after; 
© becauſe his Puniſhment continues freſh in his - Where- 
fore he remembers it with Sorrow all that T wee calling to 
Mind his vain Pleaſure und Delight; and perceiving that for 
* the ſake of that he was punyſhed, and had Lräbder 'd himſelf lia- 
ble to Death. 

And when Henmas aſk'd, What ” ay ate e ? he an- 
ſwer' d, That is Pleaſure to every Man, which he doth will- , 
« ingly ; for 4 angry Man, Sratify ing his Paſſion, He a 
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to their Huſbands ; and he taught their Huſbands Temperance, 
© and to be Lovers of Learning. He always prompted both unto 
« Frugality ; as if it were the Mother of all Virtues : And by his 
« daily Diſputation he ſo prevailed, that the Matrons did leave 
© off their Garments of Gold, and other Ornaments of their Dig- 
© nity, as the Inſtruments of Luxury; all of which he per- 
© ſwaded' them, as a Mark of Devotion, to carry to their Tem- 
« ples, and there to leave them. 

| Pythagoras, ſays Juſtin, lived 20 Years at Crotona, but remov'd 
himſelf to Metapontum, where he dyed : both which are Cities of 
Haly. He was born at Samos, an Ifland over-againſt Epheſus, and 
flouriſhed about A. M. 3370. ER: 

One of the Fellows of C. C. C. Oxon, who publiſh'd the poſt- 

kumous Works of his worthy Preſident, Dr. Thomas Fack/on, chal- 
tenges St. Chry/oftom and St. Auguſtine, had they been alive, to 
out one of the beſt of our Cities, in which he might promiſe 
imſelf the beft Succeſs, with all the Flowers of Rhetorick and 
Power of the Goſpel to work ſo great and remarkable a Refor- 
nation as Pythagoras here wrought at Crotona : But if God's Mi- 
iſters cannot do this, a War may ; or if a War cannot, a Plague 
br Poverty, or perhaps Sickneſs, may accompliſh it, if God's holy 
Spirit be firſt ſought to, in the Uſe of Means neceſſary for attain- 
ing the ſame. 


1 —— r * 


CHAN . 


{ Propoſal for better regulating the Soldiery, by 
encouraging them to live chaſtely and honeſtly in 
Wedlock ; with a Method of maintaining their 
Wives and Children in Caſe of a War, with 
the great Advantages accruing, by thus ſaving 
the tall Breed of the Britiſh Nation. 


T is plain to a Demonſtration that one honeſt Man, arm'd 
with Innocence and Virtue, is a Match for, and will beat 
o or three wicked Men, oppreſled with Guilt, even where there 
a Parity of outward Strength. | 

2. As Marriage is God's Ordinance deſigned for the beſt and 
| leſt End, not only to keep Men undefiled Members of Chriſt's 
Body, but chiefly that thereby might be ſought a godly Seed, to 
de educated and brought up in God's Fear, which is a Juſtice due 
o the next Generation, as well as to God and his Church; even 
our Anceſtors have carefully derived theſe Bleſſings and Privi- 


eges to us. ä 
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3. If Soldiers are not honeſt and virtuous, as it is allowed on 
all hands that they cannot be, if they be permitted to run into all 
Exceſſes of Luſt, Fornication, &c. as Sergeants and other Liſting- 
Officers, in their publick S es in Market-Towns, by way of 
Supernumeraries, make theſe the eſpecial Privileges of a Military 
Employment; then the worſt Evils and Inconveniences - muſt be 
the Conſequence ; ſuch as, Fir ſ, Guilt, and ſear d Conſciences: 
Secondly, Inſtead of being Upholders and Defenders, they will, 
and actually do, prove themſelves Betrayers of the Nation's and 
private Chriſtian's beſt Properties, wiz. the Innocence of Maids, 
and the Chaſtity of Matrons : Thirdly, They ſpend and waſte 
their Time and Abilities in vain, which might in a Courſe of Vir- 
tue, and according to God's Ordinance, be wiſely and profitably 
laid out for the Glory of God, the Benefit and Continuance of 
private Families, and the Good of the State, of which theſe are 
the Seed-Plots and Nurſeries. 

4. It has been known and taken notice of for more than twenty 
Years laſt paſt, that thoſe Soldiers in a Troop, who are or haye 
been married, are generally the beſt and ſobereſt Men in a whole 
Troop ; who by living in private Houſes acquire a Habit of In- 
duſtry and Frugality, and make one Penny go as far as the others 
do a Groat : And indeed while the Morals of Men are 1 
which are in a proper Senſe the beſt Cloathing of the Soul, their 
outward, gay, regimental Habit will be of little real Service either 
to the Nation in general, or to his Majeſty that cloaths them; ſince 
that which made Abrabam's little Army invincible, was through 
God, a true Faith and a pious Inſtitution ; and nothing elſe will 
make an Engliſh Army ſuch. | | 

5. It is propoſed therefore that out of ſome ſuch Fund as Mr. 
Norton once gave unto the Publick, ſome Increaſe of Pay may be 
given to thoſe Soldiers that marry, for their Families Sakes, eſpe- 
cially if, according to the old Roman Inſtitution and Encourage- 
ment, they have the Happineſs to be the Parents of Three Sons, 
called by them Jus Trium Liberorzm : And it were to be wiſh'd 
that the Trooper's full Pay of 25. 6d. per Day might be given them 
without the uſual Deductions. 

6. It is propoſed that no raſh or vain Oath, or blaſphemons or 
irreligious Talk, or Sabbath-breaking of any Sort, be winked at, 
or allowed; ſince Profaneneſs, as has been obſerved, has gone out 
into all the Land, through Military Men's bad Example: Alſo, 
that great Care be had in the Choice of Chaplains, to conduct 
their Souls, both as to Courage, Learning, Holineſs of Life, Af- 
fability and Wiſdom, as much as for the beft Biſhoprick ; eſpe- 
pecially when, among God's People, no Battle could be fought 
without the Prieſt's blowing with conſecrated Trumpets ; which 

was looked upon as God's own Alarum : Alſo, that every Regi- 
ment have their ſeveral Chaplains attending upon it ; or that the 
Salary, ſo honourably allow'd by his Majeſty and this Nation to 
the Chaplains of every Regiment, may not be giveu to ſuch ag do 

nothing 
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$4 nothing for it, but be fairly divided, if the Regiment be divided, 


to ſuch able Clergymen in the Country, who are judg'd fitteſt to 


* inſtruc them; always preferring the Miniſter of the Pariſh where 


their Quarters are, before any other, if he will undertake the 
7. As to the main Obje&ion, What will become of 20 or 40,000 
Widows and Children, in caſe of a War? Vie anſwer, That the 
ſame Induſtry that maintain'd them before, will alſo maintain them 
now : As they were 2 in Private Houſes before, the leſs 
will ſuffice them, becauſe of their Frugality. 

As to the Widows and Children of ſuch as do not return, pro- 
per Allowanees ought to be given them; the Boys ought to be 
accounted the Nation's Children, and ſo much the more valuable, 
as being the tall Breed of the Nation; and that either as hereditary 
Soldiers or Scamen, after the Cuſtom of Hollaud, who deſervedly 
ſet great Value on ſuch Orphans. | 

The Girls ought to be employ'd in ſome inch Working or Spin- 
ning School as at Artleborough near Higham in Northaniptonſcire ; 

where the Children do almoſt maintain themſelves and their Pa- 
rents by their Induſtry ; and that under a prudent Maſter and Mi- 
—— by whoſe Care they are taught Leſſons of Piety and Re- 
gion. 

N. B. If theſe Matters be well weighed and put in Practice, 
infinite Advantages would accrue to this Nation, wiz. iſt, The 
Suppreſſion of Vice. 2dly, A Religious and almoſt invincible 
Soldiery. zaly, A good and profitable Seminary or Nurſery of 
the tall Breed of the Britih Nation will hereby be ſaved from 
being extirpated; Luſt, Whoring and Baſtardy, being calculated 
to deſtroy, drain and exhauſt rather than continue the ſame. 4thly, 
Chaſte and ſober, Wives. 5thly, Virtuous and induftrious Daughters, 
Laſtly, Every Thing that can be commended, in good Subjects, 
and Chriſtians, attended with God's Bleſſing. 


—— 


CHA PF. 


An eaſy and familiar Method for preventing or 
remedying all or moſt of the Britiſh Nation's 
Impaeties and Sins, 


OR as much as the Romans, after the ſecond Punick War, re- 
covered their State to a virtuous Soundneſs and Integrity, 
cum Luxuria incubuit, as Juvenal ſays, when it was running into 
all manner of Vice, Luxury and Diſſoluteneſs, to the apparent 
Ruin thereof. And that only by the Help of Cenſors. _ 
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As likewiſe, Anaſi King of Egypt is reported to hays H. 
fected the ſame, by ordering every Perſon in his Realm of a ſuſ- 
1 Character, to give an Account at leaſt once a Year, how 
e maintained himſelf, and that he diligently followed his Calling 
without Excurſions, | 
The ſame Courſe now put in Practice in every Pariſh, Precinct, 
Borough or Hundred of Great. Britain, with cenforial Authority 
to be lodged in ſome ſafe Hand and Heart, incapable of Bribery, 
Cowardice or the Fear of Man, Connivance at Evil, &c. And 
to be armed with a Sufficiency of Power againſt great Sinners as 
well as little ones; Care being ſirſt taken that no Prejudice, Envy, 
Covetouſneſs, or. any known Evil or Miſdemeanour dwell in the 
Perſon that exerciſes it. a 
Such a Courſe as this would ſave the Lives and Liberties of 
Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects, who are daily ſacrificed to 
Death ” the Halter, or to Slavery by Tranſportation, and would 
alſo make travelling ſafe to Britiſh Subjects; whereas now, if 
they adventure to go Abroad, eſpecially in the Night-time, they 
are not only unjuſtly robbed, but inhumanly uſed, and commonly 


. murdered, to the great Terror of all, and Reproach as well of 


the Realm, as of Chriſtianity itſelf. 

This makes us almoſt envy our Saxon Anceſtors, one of whoſe 
Edwards is reported to have hung Silver Ladles at the Head of 
publick Springs, near the Road Side; not only to mock at, but to 


defy the thieviſn Principle of any one of his Subjects that ſhould 


have dared to have taken them away. 
This might have been between the Years go1, and 925, for ſo 
long Edward the Elder reigned. . 2 
But the Zeal, Integrity and Courage of Ro/h, the firſt Duke 
of NMermandy, about the ſame Time, viz. in Anno Chr, 912, de- 
ſerves not Praiſe only, but even Admiration. | 
A Cuſtom obtain'd in caſe of Incroachment, Violence, or 
« Oppreſſion, requiring a prompt Remedy, the aggrieved Party 
needed only to call upon the Name of the Duke, though at 
© never ſo great a Diſtance, thrice repeating aloud Ha, Ro, and 
immediately the Aggreſſor was at his Peril to forbear attempting 
* any thing farther. 
© Nothing was or could be more wiſely contrived, ſays my Au- 
* thor, to prevent Wrongs even among Equals, but chiefly was 
this deſigned to repreſs the I nſolence of powerful Great Men, 
Vo too often defeat thoſe more ſlow Methods appointed to re- 
« lieve them. 


This 


— 


* Laudabile fuit Amaſis Egypti Regis, inflitutum qui Lege ſanxit, 
ut ſingult quotannis apud cujuſque, frefetture Prefidem profiterentur, 
wide viverent, quod qui non facerint, extremum illis ſupplicium et 
paratum, Vid. Text. Efiſt. 
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i den that famous 'Clamear de Haro a or Ha, being us 


| ion of a Perſon fuffering, and Ro was an Abb 
- as much as to ſay O Roſs, my Prince ſuccour me, which fubliſted 
jn Practice even when Rollo was no more. x 
This was praiſed and commented upon, by all who have wrote 
on the Norman Laws, and exemplified 150 Vears after, at Miiliam 
the Conqueror's Funeral, in Stepben's-Abbey at Caen, the Body 
not being allowed to be interr'd till Satisfaction was made for the 
Loſs accruing to the Owner of the Ground, .only by his cryin 
Ha Ro. See the Account of Jerſey by Philip Talle, pri 


1734- 
long and te- 


And if Prevention of Evils be far better than a 


ious Cure, it will be neceſſary that no one carry Piftols upon a 


Road under the Degree of a Gentleman or Freeholder, under the 
Pain of Felony; nor even they before Security be given, either 
upon Oath or Honour, that no Hurt is intended to any one of his 
Majeſty's Subjects thereby; and that they ſhall not be uſed, but in 
caſe of Aſſault or juſt Defence. 

+ But theſe Evils will not he plucked up by the Roots, unleſs due 
Care be taken, firſt to inſtil juſt and true Principles into the tender 
Minds of all Youth whatſoever. 1 

And that the Clergy of the Church of England, or thoſe only of 
Church Principles, be authorized to inſtil them, ſinoe otherwiſe nei - 
ther Unity nor Equity will bear Sway long, for invincible Reaſons. 
Among the S:ane/e, and generally in the Ezft- Indies, Theft is 
ſeldom heard of; an Eaft-Indian Factor, that had been eighteen 
Years among them, aſſerted for Truth, that a Man might in thoſe 
Parts, go loaden with Gold unmolefted ; and that they were ob- 
liged to hire or get Indian Servants, becauſe they could not truſt 
thoſe of their 'own Country, the Engl. 

The Hiſtory of the French Feſuit's Voyage to Suam, printed at 
Lond. 1688, does thus account for this Practice. It ſays, 

In their Morning Prayers, which they never miſs, they call to 
Mind three Things ; 1ſt, God and the Laws which he has left 
them to obſerve. 2dly, Their Parents, and the Benefits which 
they have received from them. 3dly, Their Prieſts, and the Re- 
verence they owe them. 

Again it ſays, the Monaſteries of the Telapoins are ſo many 
Seminaries where Youth are bred ; thither are all Children of Qua- 
lity ſent, and whilſt they continue there, they are made to lead a 
very auſtere Life. | 

The nuntberleſs Self-Murders among us, with Loſs of Souls 
on that Account, would be prevented if ſtrict Diſcipline and 

| Self-denials, with juſt and holy Principles, were whetted or incul- 
cated upon the Minds of young ones daily, as Moſes in Deut. vi. 
commands. | 

He that omits the daily Uſe of the Lord's-Prayer, in the very 
true and uncurtailed Form Chriſt left it to his Church, and omits 
wilfully the daily Practice of forgiving others, muſt not be ſup- 
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HFouſes, not of Natives only, but of Foreigners, Jews as well as 


this js-Reaſon ſufficient for King George II. to own or diſowh- 
accordingly, by commanding this Thing to be put in Practice. 


One general Remedy for this and other Evils, would beg 


- + -* which all the Law and Prophets depend, Do not that toanathiy 


Mr. £chard reports of Alexander, the twenty fifth Roman Emperer, 
who ſays, Tho! Alexander did not believe in'Chrift as a S,, 
yet he reverenced him as a . Lawgiver ; whoſe Inftitntions4&%- 
:*.celled all thoſe of the Gentile Philoſophers: That Command; In 


+ which you would not have another, do. to yau, he was ſo, fond of, 
that when he puniſhed any Man for Acts of Injuſtice, the Cryer 
vas commanded publickly; to pronounce it in Court; and that it. 
might be the more regarded, he ordered it to be inſcribed on Hie 
Falace, his Courts of judicature, and on his public Works and 
Buildings See Sub. An. Chr. 222. Cent. 3. lib. iii. 1 
; That the Heatbhem may not be ſaid to excel us Chriſtians in moral 
N 1 wiſh not only that the Royal Palace, all Noblemen's 
alaces with all publick Buildings, and Courts of Judicature had 
this Sefitence inſcribed on them; but alſo that all Schools and private 


others without Diſtinction, were commanded under the Penalty of 
not Trading in this K ingdom, or being looked upon as worthy the 
Names of virtuous and good Subjects, worthy of the Royal Fayour 
and Protection, to be written and inſcrib'd-on them in plain and 
ſignificant Letters, and that each in their ſeyeral Stations, may at 
the ſame Time, be enjoined to act according to it: Since if Chi 
will not own: nor finally acquit thoſe who dare to act otherwiſe ; 


N. B. If this Thing be done, and as good Care taken for keep - 
ing the Sabbath in England, as is practiſed in Scotland; this will 
fave both him and the Nation all extraordinary Expence ofAr- 
mies, with Toil of Fighting; ſince the Almighty; the Lord of 
Armies, will eſpouſe his Cauſe and fight for him. 
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